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Guaranteed to make a deep impression 


Omega Seamaster 120 m. 
Men’s automatic chronometer 
and ladies’ watch in steel and 18K gold. 
Screw-down crown, water-resistant to 120 m/400 ft. 
Swiss made since 1848. 


“ull 
<> Mihi baham" 


Th ; f ll BORSHEIM'S. 
e S 1 gn O Cc xX Cc e e n C e America’s Largest Independent Jewelry Store. 
Wedding & Gift Registry— Corporate Gift Division 
©1994 Omega?a division of (US) Ine. 120 Regency Parkway, Omaha (402) 391-0400 (800) 642-GIFT 


On a very warm New Year’s Day evening in the Orange 
Bowl Stadium, 35,000 Big Red rooters unleashed nearly 
three decades of pent-up frustrations and claimed their right 
to the throne of the college football world. It was a night to 


remember and savor. 


Written by some of America’s finest sports writers, 
DEVANEY: A DYNASTY REMEMBERED is a collection 
of the best stories ever written about the 11-year journey 


to glory and triumph. 

More importantly, this 288 page hardcover book (with 16 
pages of photos), is a sentimental trip into yesteryear that 
brings to life and celebrates Bob Devaney’s great era at the 


helm of the Nebraska Cornhusker Football Steamroller. 


$24.95 (+tax where applicable + $4.00 s&h) 


To place your order, call us toll free 
TODAY 
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; / Homeowners choose Diamond 
Vogel because they want their 
paint job to look good and last. 


We're here to serve you with 14 
locations in the Husker state, and 
56 more from the Great Lakes to 


the Rockies. 


Nebraska Main Distribution Outlet: 


7870 "L" Street 
Omaha, NE 
(402) 592-2400 


Nebraska Retail Locations 
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The Black Shirts 


What started out as a way to differentiate the starting 
defensive unit from other players has turned into an 
honored tradition that only the best will ever attain. 


Masters of the Run 

When Tom Osborne decided to add a ferocious rushing 
attack to the passing game, few could have envisioned 
the outcome. 


Specialist 

Known mainly for his special teams play, Barron Miles 
could go down as the best coverage player in Husker 
history. 


State of the Huskers 18-21 Colorado Reviewed 
Letiers 22 Statistics 

NU Notebook 23 Overview 
Flashback — Kansas 1993 31 Hoops 

Preview Kansas 42 Recruiting 


Our next issue (Nov. 12 — Vol. 14, No. 16) will review Kansas and preview lowa State. 
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ne year ago, Grant Wistrom 

was playing outside line- 

backer and tight end for the 
Webb City (High School) Mo., foot- 
ball team. 

The Cardinals won the state 4A 
championship, Missouri's second- 
largest classification, for the second 
season in a row. And Wistrom 
earned a place on every significant 
prep All-America team, including 
those of USA Today and Blue Chip 
and SuperPrep magazines. 

But no one could have imagined 
Wistrom would have the immediate 
impact he’s had at Nebraska. 

Given his small-town background 
and the fact that he won’t celebrate 
his 19th birthday until July, it was 
reasonable to assume Wistrom 
might sit out this season as a red- 
shirt. Even Trev Alberts, to whom 
Wistrom has been compared in abili- 
ty as well as personality, redshirted 
before earning the Big Eight coaches’ 
vote as conference defensive fresh- 
man of the year in 1990. But 
Wistrom has played, and played 
well. 

“We've had some good freshmen, 
but I can’t ever remember a true 


a. 


Like All-American Trev Alberts 
(above), freshman Grant 
Wistrom (98) brings small-town 
enthusiasm to big-time football. 
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A Frosh Beginning 


Freshman Grant Wistrom’s immediate impact has turned many heads, 


including Tom Osborne’s 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


freshman who had so much impact 
in so many ways,” Cornhusker 
Coach Tom Osborne said recently of 
Wistrom. “He’s playing at a level 
commensurate with a lot of our 
seniors.” 

Tommie Frazier and Will Shields 
are among the Nebraska freshmen 
who have contributed without red- 
shirting in recent seasons. Though 
more freshmen are playing now 
because of reduced numbers forced 
by the NCAA, it’s still notable when 
one does. And both Frazier and 
Shields needed a little time to adjust 
from high school to college competi- 
tion. 

“Grant's been at that level almost 
from the first day,” Osborne said 

That's high praise, particularly 
coming from Osborne, who is 
always careful to temper his assess- 
ment of young players in order to 
avoid creating unreasonable and 
unrealistic expectations. Obviously, 
however, Wistrom is special. 

The indications were there, of 
course. It’s not like Wistrom’s suc- 
cess has been a complete surprise. 
Recruiters from the nation’s most 
prominent programs found their 
way to Webb City, a community of 
some 7,500 located straight south of 


Kansas City, Mo., near Joplin. Webb 
City is far enough from the 
University of Missouri campus in 
Columbia, about 250 miles, that “I 
can’t think of anyone who said they 
wanted me to go to Missouri,” 
Wistrom said. 

He grew up an Oklahoma fan, 
and Oklahoma was among the 
schools to which he made official 
recruiting visits. So was Miami. “I 
wasn’t going to turn down some- 
body’s offer of an expense-paid trip 
to Miami,” said Wistrom, who lived 
in Florida for some eight years. 

In high school, Wistrom played 
against the Hurricanes’ Mike 
Wehner, a redshirt freshman offen- 
sive lineman from Lebanon, Mo. 

Wistrom’s older brother, Chance, 
played against former Miami defen- 
sive tackle Rusty Medearis, who was 
from Ozark, Mo. Chance earned a 
football scholarship from Central 
Missouri State. Their younger broth- 
er, Tracey, is a sophomore outside 
linebacker and tight end for Webb 
City High. 

Wistrom’s skills would have been 
well-suited to Miami's 4-3 defense. 
He’s 6-foot-5 and 230 pounds, with 
4.89 speed in the 40-yard dash. He’s 
especially effective as a pass rusher 


in an attacking defense. 

“But the mentality there 
(Miami) wasn’t mine,” said 
Wistrom, who narrowed his 
choices to Nebraska, 
Michigan and Stanford 
before settling on the 
Cornhuskers. 

In addition to his ability as 
a football player, he’s an 
exceptional student. His 
cumulative grade point aver- 
age in high school was 3.95, 
which helps explain why he 
has been such a fast learner. 

Wistrom felt comfortable 
at Nebraska. “I know the 
coaches were interested in 
my ability to play football, 
but they also seemed to care about 
the person, too,” he said. 

“Most people back home wanted 
me to go to Nebraska. I live in Big 
Eight country, and Nebraska is 
always one of ‘the best teams in the 


“Every time I walk onto 
the field, | get 
goose bumps. 
It’s still excit- 
ing 


for me. | 


don’t think 


it’ll ever 
change.” 


— Outside Linebacker Grant Wistrom 


Big Eight. So they figured that’s 
where I should be.” 

Like Alberts, who was his recruit- 
ing host, Wistrom brings small-town 
enthusiasm to big-time football. 
“Every time I walk onto the field, I 


get goose bumps,” he said. 
“It’s still exciting for me. I 
don’t think it'll ever change.” 
Also like Alberts, Wistrom 
is modest, if not self-effacing. 
He downplays his remark- 
able accomplishment. 
Playing outside linebacker is 
“basically reacting,” he said. 
“There aren’t a whole lot of 
rules you have to abide by.” 
Midway through the sea- 
son, Wistrom not only was 
playing on special teams — 
the usual fate of true fresh- 
men who avoid redshirting 
— he also was alternating 
with senior Donta Jones at 
right outside linebacker. “Tt’s 
been one of the best times of my life, 
just to be able to help the team out,” 
he said. 
“I’ve never seen anything like it,” 
Osborne said. 
Wistrom has come a long way. 


I guess Nebraska will never 
get any respect. We travel to 
ranked Kansas State, basically shut 
down their pro-style offense, win 
the game minus our best quarter- 
back and we drop in the polls. 
Give me a big break. I wish some- 
one would run the names of the 
media, and I use that reference 
loosely, who supposedly vote on 
the college football polls. Maybe if 
they had to own up for their reck- 
less picks, things would change. 

The pollsters have basically 
given Penn State the mythical 
national title by leapfrogging them 
over still undefeated Nebraska — 
the No, 2 team going into the Oct. 
15 weekend. I always thought the 
whole premise behind the polls 
was that you don’t drop unless 
you lose. Apparently not. 

Big Brother may be watching, 
but he sure is blind. 

Scott Caruth 
Chicago, ll. 


Reeching is the word that 
immediately comes to mind. I 


enjoyed the article on Ron Brown 
you recently ran (Oct, 22, 1994). His 
outlook on life was a much needed 
break from society’s mentality that 
dictates the key to success is money, 

With so many problems in the 
world these days, people like Ron 
Brown seem to be few and far 
between. For many young 
athletes, going away to col- 
lege is a traumatic experi- 
ence. If there is someone 
like a Ron Brown at the 
school, I can see how it 
could help ease the kids 
into college life. 

I would have peace of 
mind sending my son toa 
college where Mr. Brown 
or someone like him 
works. 

Kathy Terell 
Sacramento, Calif. 


No pretenders! As the Big Eight 
race begins to unfold it is great to see 
the contender pretenders fall by the 
wayside. Kansas State has shown 
flashes of brilliance, but has been set 
straight by Nebraska and 
(Colorado). 

Then there’s Oklahoma. Need I 
say any more. This has got to be the 
biggest disappointment in the con- 
ference. It’s hard to even get up for 
them anymore. 

Brent Stevens 
Lincoln, Neb. 


I has to be a credit to the pro- 
gram Tom Osborne is running that 


iH Huskers Mosrated 


this team can still be competitive 
despite all the bad luck that has fall- 
en upon it. Take any team in the 
nation and make them lose their 
starting quarterback, two key play- 
ers in the secondary (Mike Minter 
and Sedric Collins) and for good 
measure put their second-string sig- 
nal-caller at half speed for a 
| couple games and let’s see 
fm) how they fare. Even a team 

| al like Notre Dame, with its 
j proud tradition and strong 
recruiting classes, would 
probably falter to some 
degree. 

Keep all that weak 

| schedule talk to yourselves, 
disbeliever. Teams with 
weaker schedules and sup- 
posedly more talent never fare as 
well, Oklahoma is a team that quick- 
ly comes to mind. 

My hat is off to Coach Osborne 
and the tenacity of the 1994 team. No 
matter where we end up at the end 
of the season, everyone associated 
with the program can hold their 
heads high. 

Steve Hanson 
Kansas City, Mo. 


eoeee 
We would like to see your opinions on 
Nebraska athletics throughout the year. 
Please send your comnients and ques- 
tions to Letters, P.O. Box 83222, 
Lincoln, Neb, 68501-3222. Huskers 
Illustrated reserves the right to edit 
prior to printing. @ 
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Scheduling Completed 

The Big 12 Conference has taken 
the first step in finalizing future foot- 
ball schedules by approving a menu 
of opponents for a 12-year cycle. 

“It’s important to understand that 
this is the first step in finalizing a 
schedule,” said Bill Marolt, chair of 
the conference and athletic director 
at the University of Colorado, 
“We've determined who we will 
play and where we will play them, 
but not the order or the dates of 
competition. 

“We've asked the conference 
office to bring forward schedules for 
review and hope to have something 
in place by the first of the year.” 

The eight-game conference menu 
was developed upon a format that 
features a northern and southern 
division. Each institution will play 
five games within its division and 
three games against schools in the 


other division. Each team’s 
menu is balanced with 
four home and four away 
games per year. 

The menu calls for each 
institution to play the 
teams in its division annu- 
ally, with contests against 
non-division opponents 
rotating in two-year cycles. 
That is, the 1996 and 1997 
opponents will be the 
same, but with a flip of 
sites in the second year. 

The 1998 and 1999 menus will 
feature different non-division oppo- 
nents. 


Osborne’s Interest 
In Polls Flags 

Don’t blame Tom Osborne if he 
isn’t concerned about the national 
college football polls right now. 
After all, when his Cornhuskers beat 


Kansas State, a ranked 
team, on the road by a 17- 
6 margin, they fell to No. 
3 in the Associated Press 
media poll. 

The Huskers remained 
gsecond in the USA 
Today/CNN coaches poll, 
while Florida was 
replaced at the top by 
Penn State. 

“I'm not surprised by 
anything in the polls,” 
Osborne said. “I’m a 
voter, and you can see how confused 
I am. Now you see more juggling, 
and a lot of that has to do with per- 
ception and commentary.” 

Unlike previous years when Penn 
State could play almost anywhere it 
liked on New Year's Day, the 
Nittany Lions are locked into the 
Rose Bowl as a member of the Big 10 
(11) Conference. 


BIG 12 NORTHERN DIVISION SCHEDULES 
1996 - 2000 - 2004 1997 - 2001 - 2005 


IOWA STATE COLORADO MISSOURI IOWA STATE COLORADO MISSOURI 
Kansas Kansas St. Colorado @ Kansas @ Kansas St. @ Colorado 
Missouri lowa St. Kansas St. @ Missouri @ Iowa St. @ Kansas St. 
Nebraska @ Missouri Kansas @ Nebraska Missouri @ Kansas 
@ Kansas St. @ Nebraska @ Nebraska Kansas St. Nebraska Nebraska 
@ Colorado @ Kansas @ lowa St. Colorado Kansas lowa St. 

Texas A&M Texas @ Texas @ Texas A&M @ Texas Texas 

@ Baylor Oklahoma St. @ Baylor Baylor @ Oklahoma St. Baylor 

@ Oklahoma St. @ Texas A&M Oklahoma St. Oklahoma St. Texas A&M @ Oklahoma St. 
KANSAS STATE KANSAS NEBRASKA KANSAS STATE KANSAS NEBRASKA 

Nebraska Colorado Colorado @ Nebraska @ Colorado @ Colorado 

lowa St. Kansas St. Kansas @lowa St. @ Kansas St. @ Kansas 

@ Kansas @ lowa St. Missourl Kansas lowa St. @ Missouri 

@ Colorado @ Nebraska @ lowa St. Colorado Nebraska lowa St. 

@ Missouri @ Missouri @ Kansas St. Missouri Missouri Kansas St. 

Oklahoma @ Oklahoma @ Oklahoma @ Oklahoma Oklahoma Oklahoma 

@ Texas A&M Texas Baylor Texas A&M @ Texas @ Baylor 

Texas Tech Texas Tech @ Texas Tech @ Texas Tech @ Texas Tech Texas Tech 


1998 - 2002 - 2006 


1999 - 2003 - 2007 


IOWA STATE COLORADO 
Kansas Kansas St. 
Missouri lowa St. 
Nebraska @ Missouri 
@ Kansas St. @ Nebraska 
@ Colorado @ Kansas 
@ Texas @ Oklahoma 
@ Oklahoma Texas Tech 
Texas Tech Baylor 

KANSAS STATE KANSAS 
Nebraska Colorado 

Kansas St. 

lowa St. 
@ Kansas @ lowa St. 
@ Colorado @ Nebraska 
@ Missouri @ Missouri 
Texas @ Baylor 
@ Baylor Texas A&M 
Oklahoma St. Oklahoma St. 
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MISSOURI IOWA STATE 
Colorado @ Kansas 
Kansas St. @ Missouri 
Kansas @ Nebraska 
@ Nebraska Kansas St. 
@ lowa St. Colorado 
Oklahoma Texas 
@ Texas Tech Oklahoma 
@ Texas A&M @ Texas Tech 
NEBRASKA KANSAS STATE 
Colorado @ Nebraska 
Kansas @lowa St. 
Missouri Kansas 
@ lowa St. Colorado 
@ Kansas St. Missouri 
@ Texas A&M @ Texas 
Texas Baylor 


@ Oklahoma St. @ Oklahoma St. 
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COLORADO 
@ Kansas St. 
@ lowa St. 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
Kansas 
Oklahoma 
@ Texas Tech 
@ Baylor 


KANSAS 
@ Colorado 
@ Kansas St. 
lowa St. 
Nebraska 
Missouri 
Baylor 
@ Texas A&M 
@ Oklahoma St. 


MISSOURI 
@ Colorado 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Kansas 
Nebraska 
lowa St. 
@ Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 


NEBRASKA 
@ Colorado 
@ Kansas 
@ Missouri 
lowa St. 
Kansas St. 
Texas A&M 
@ Texas 
Oklahoma St. 


Osborne said the reason the 
Huskers slipped in the poll was 
based on national perception. 

Penn State jumped past Nebraska 
in both polls after beating Michigan, 
31-24, in Ann Arbor, Mich. In the AP 
poll, Colorado moved by the 
Huskers when it beat Oklahoma, 45- 
7, at home. 

“] think we beat a pretty good 
team, and yet certainly Kansas State 
doesn’t get the respect nationally of 
Penn State beating Michigan does or 
maybe Colorado beating 
Oklahoma,” Osborne said. 

Certainly, except for a few weeks 
early in the year, national perception 
wasn’t on the side of the Huskers. 
Nebraska did enjoy its day in the 
sun early in the year, before quarter- 
back Tommie Frazier was sidelined 
for the season because of blood clots 
in his legs. 

In fact, Nebraska enjoyed a week 
at the top of the polls, moving up in 
the coaches poll after beating West 
Virginia, 31-0. 

“Some teams are hot and some 
fall out of favor,” Osborne said. “We 
were hot with Tommie Frazier at 
quarterback. We beat West Virginia, 


and we got way more credit than we 
deserved. We played one game, and 
everybody loved us. Now, we're not 
so hot.” 


Frazier Continues 
Recovery 

Shortly after doctors dissolved a 
blood clot in his right calf, Nebraska 
quarterback Tommie Frazier was 
getting himself ready to return to his 
position on the Husker football 
team. 

But when Frazier went in to get 
the OK to return to practice, some- 
thing unthinkable happened; anoth- 
er blood clot was found. He under- 
went surgery to tie up a small, 
superficial vein that doctors believe 
could have led to the clot in the 
other vein. 

In other words, Frazier was on 
the sideline again, this time for the 
rest of the season, 

“) didn’t swear, but my heart 
dropped,” said Frazier, speaking 
publicly for the first time since the 
surgery. “It seemed like it just 
stopped because I wasn’t expecting 
it. Everything’s going fine, and we 
were on schedule, and then you get 


this.” 

Frazier has been out of the hospi- 
tal for more than a week. He will 
continue on anti-coagulant medica- 
tion for as long as six months. 

“If things go well, they said I 
should be back full-speed in time for 
spring,” he said. “Right now, I’m not 
even thinking about next year. I’m 
just thinking about right now.” 


See NOTES page 38 


TOMMIE FRAZIER: 


Hoping for a sixth year 


BIG 12 SOUTHERN DIVISION SCHEDULES 


1996 - 2000 - 2004 


BAYLOR TEXAS TECH 

@ Texas Baylor 
Oklahoma Texas 
@ Texas Tech Oklahoma St. 
@ Oklahoma St. @ Oklahoma 
Texas A&M @ Texas A&M 
lowa St. @ Kansas St. 
Missouri @ Kansas 
@ Nebraska Nebraska 

TEXAS A&M OKLAHOMA ST. 
Texas Tech Oklahoma 
@ Baylor Texas A&M 
Oklahoma Baylor 
@ Oklahoma St. @ Texas 
@ Texas @ Texas Tech 
@ lowa St. lowa St. 
Kansas St. @ Colorado 
Colorado @ Missouri 


1998 - 2002 - 2006 


BAYLOR TEXAS TECH 

@ Texas Baylor 
Oklahoma Texas 
@ Texas Tech Oklahoma St. 
@ Oklahoma St. @ Oklahoma 
Texas A&M @ Texas A&M 
@ Colorado @ Colorado 
Kansas St. @ lowa St. 
Kansas Missouri 

TEXAS A&M OKLAHOMA ST. 
Texas Tech Oklahoma 
@ Baylor Texas A&M 
Oklahoma Baylor 
@ Oklahoma St. @ Texas 
@ Texas @ Texas Tech 
@ Kansas Nebraska 
Missouri @ Kansas 
Nebraska @ Kansas St. 


OKLAHOMA : BAYLOR 

Texas . Texas 

Texas Tech c @ Oklahoma 

@ Baylor rd Texas Tech 

@ Oklahoma St. 5 Oklahoma St. 

@ Texas A&M is @ Texas A&M 

@ Kansas St. - @ lowa St. 

Kansas . @ Missouri 

Nebraska H Nebraska 
TEXAS > TEXAS A&M 

Texas A&M s @ Texas Tech 

Oklahoma St. : Baylor 

Baylor : @ Oklahoma 

@ Texas Tech * Oklahoma St. 

@ Oklahoma a Texas 

@ Colorado rs lowa St. 

@ Kansas *  @ Kansas St. 

Missouri * @ Colorado 
OKLAHOMA: BAYLOR 

Texas 5 Texas 

Texas Tech ¢ @ Oklahoma 

@ Baylor }3 Texas Tech 

@ Oklahoma St. . Oklahoma St. 

@ Texas A&M . @ Texas A&M 

Colorado a Colorado 

@ Missouri | @ Kansas St. 

lowa St. = @ Kansas 
TEXAS : TEXAS A&M 

Texas A&M * @ Texas Tech 

Oklahoma St. - Baylor 

Baylor > @ Oklahoma 

@ Texas Tech > Oklahoma St. 

@ Oklahoma ‘ Texas 

lowa St. | Kansas 

@ Kansas St. - @ Missouri 

@ Nebraska : @ Nebraska 


1997 - 2001 - 2005 


TEXAS TECH OKLAHOMA 

@ Baylor @ Texas 
@ Texas @ Texas Tech 
@ Oklahoma St. Baylor 
Oklahoma Oklahoma St. 
Texas A&M Texas A&M 
Kansas St. Kansas St. 
Kansas @ Kansas 
@ Nebraska @ Nebraska 

OKLAHOMA ST. TEXAS 
@ Oklahoma @ Texas A&M 
@ Texas A&M @ Oklahoma St. 
@ Baylor @ Baylor 
Texas Texas Tech 
Texas Tech Oklahoma 
@ lowa St. Colorado 
Colorado Kansas 
Missouri @ Missouri 


1999 - 2003 - 2007 


TEXAS TECH OKLAHOMA 

@ Baylor @ Texas 
@ Texas @ Texas Tech 
@ Oklahoma St. Baylor 
Oklahoma Oklahoma St. 
Texas A&M Texas A&M 
Colorado @ Colorado 
lowa St. Missouri 
@ Missouri @ lowa St. 

OKLAHOMA ST. TEXAS 
@ Oklahoma @ Texas A&M 
@ Texas A&M @ Oklahoma St. 

@ Baylor 
@ Baylor 
Texas Texas Tech 
Texas Tech Oklahoma 
@ Nebraska @ lowa St, 
Kans: Kansas St. 
= brask 

Kansas St. Nebraska 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 9 


ear the end of practice one 

day after Nebraska's 31-0 

win over West Virginia in 
the Kickoff Classic, Cornhusker 
defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride asked junior middle line- 
backer Phil Ellis if he would like to 
have a black practice jersey. 

“I'd love to have one,” Ellis said 
as he ran onto the field with the 
kickoff team. Ellis was wearing the 
yellow practice jersey of a second- 
team defender, 

“I thought he was kidding,” Ellis 
recalls. 

The next day, Ellis found a black 
practice jersey in his locker, “It was 
exciting,” he said. “I think I had a 
smile the whole practice (that day). I 
probably didn’t even know what I 
was doing.” After three years, he 
had become a Black Shirt. 

Senior Terry Connealy, a co-cap- 
tain and defensive tackle, also has a 
vivid recollection of the day he 
found a black practice jersey in his 
locker. It was the week after the 
Cornhuskers’ 29-14 loss at 
Washington. Connealy, a redshirt 
sophomore at the time, says, “I'd 
had a pretty good season to that 
point. But I wasn’t expecting it (the 
black jersey). It was huge for me.” 

They are really nothing more than 
black mesh pullover jerseys for dif- 
ferentiating defensive units during 
Nebraska’s practices. But they have 
taken on a special significance for 
those who wear them, as well as for 
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many who have never even seen 
them. The Cornhuskers’ Black Shirt 
defensive tradition is now reinforced 
by T-shirts, caps, sweatshirts and 
other paraphernalia. 

Sometimes, it’s expressed as two 
words: Black Shirts. It’s always capi- 
talized as a proper name. The Black 
Shirts are synonymous with 
Nebraska's defense. And not just in 
the Big Eight region. A high school 
coach in New Jersey now calls his 
defense the Black Shirts, according 
to McBride. 

“It’s something a lot of people 
know around the country,” he said, 
“It’s a good tradition, one that a lot 
of schools don’t have. It’s been going 
on for 20 years, or more. It’s not just 
the present. It’s the past. It gives us a 
title, rather than just ‘the defense.’ 
And the thing that’s good about it is, 
everybody on the defense is a Black 
Shirt in some way.” 

As with any tradition, the Black 
Shirt designation has evolved from a 
vaguely defined beginning that even 
those for whom a Black Shirt has so 
much meaning probably couldn't 
pinpoint. First-team defenders wear 
black practice jerseys. And the sec- 
ond-team defense wears yellow jer- 
seys. “That's all I know,” Connealy 
said. “I don’t know where it started, 


Joining the defensive elite by 
earning a Black Shirt this 
season, linebacker Phil Ellis (41) 
was motivated to take his game 
even further. 
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or why. I don’t know the long 
story.” 

McBride’s guess is that the Black 
Shirt tradition began with Monte 
Kiffin, the defensive coordinator on 
Tom Osborne’s first staff of assis- 
tants, after he spent four seasons as 
Bob Devaney’s defensive line coach. 
Osborne says the tradition probably 
even pre-dates his appointment as 
head coach. “It wasn’t anything 
planned,” Osborne added. 

Or anything dramatic. “We just 
put different-colored jerseys on the 
defense,” he said. 

In addition to the black and yel- 
low practice jerseys, there were 
green jerseys for the third-team 
defensive players. The fourth-team 
defenders wore white, without col- 
ored pullovers. Traditionally, offen- 
sive players have worn red mesh 
pullovers during practice. Green 
pullovers now are given to offensive 
players, such as quarterbacks, who 
need to be protected from contact in 
practice. Defenders are to avoid 
tackling players wearing green. 

“As time went on, it (practice jer- 
sey color) had significance, I guess,” 
said Osborne. By the time McBride 
arrived from Wisconsin to become 
the defensive line coach in 1977, the 
designation “Black Shirt” was gain- 
ing acceptance, and popularity. 

Now, “people use it as a starting 
point to talk about the defense,” said 
McBride, who replaced Lance Van 
Zandt as defensive coordinator in 
1982. “They say, ‘The Black Shirts 
did a good job or a bad job.’ We feel 
it’s a big part of the defense.” 

Ed Stewart, a senior co-captain 
and linebacker, doesn’t remember 
the specifics of when he found a 
black practice jersey in his locker. 
Teh See But it was a big deal. “Definitely,” he 
ar tiene said. “When I first got here, I saw the 
Black Shirt posters. I always knew I 
wanted to get one of those.” 

Unlike Connealy, from Hyannis, 
and Ellis, from Grand Island, 
Stewart isn’t a native Nebraskan. He 
was recruited from Mt. Carmel High 
School in Chicago. Many out-of-state 
recruits “don’t know anything about 
it (Black Shirt tradition) until they 
get here,” McBride said. “It’s proba- 
ete Bor bly more meaningful to the players 
; from the state.” 

Cornerback Barron Miles, from 
Roselle, N.J., said that on the day he 
got a black practice jersey, “I 
thought: ‘Hey, I’m finally part of the 
Black Shirts now.’ Broderick 
Thomas, all those guys wore Black 
Shirts. The Black Shirts are the top. 
You don’t want to be at practice 
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“When I first got 
here, | saw the 
Black Shirts 
posters. | always 


knew I wanted to 
get one of those 
(a Black Shirt).” 


— Linebacker Ed Stewart 


INTRODUCING THE PERFECT GIFT FOR THE HUSKERS’ FAN 


SEVENTEEN FRAMABLE PRINTS IN THIS 17-MONTH 


Li 1995 
CORNHUSKER 


FOOTBALL 
LEGACY 
CALENDAR 


THIS VALUABLE ANNUAL HUSKER COLLECTABLE 
FEATURES 17 DIFFERENT FOOTBALL PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS 
(GREAT TEAMS, GAMES, PLAYERS) SPANNING A CENTURY 
(THROUGH 1993) OF NEBRASKA GRIDIRON EXCELLENCE, 


Each month, beginning Fall, 1994, features a new Huskers Print in uniform 
size, 11x14, with eleven highlights coming from the Devaney/Osborne era. 


START YOUR NEBRASKA FOOTBALL LEGACY PHOTO 
COLLECTION NOW BY ORDERING YOUR 1995 HUSKER 
FOOTBALL LEGACY CALENDAR FOR ONLY $9.95. 


Q) Check ©) Money order QO VISA C) MasterCard 
Card # Exp. date 
Signature 


@ $9.95 each calendar 
quantity 


$2.50 each calendar shipping & handling = 


Sales Tax - 
Nebraska residents add 5% [$.62 per calendarl 
state tax and applicable city sales tax 


TOTAL $ 


Make checks payable to WINNING INTERSPORTS NOSTALGIA 
SHIP TO: Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Ct a ee ee 
TO ORDER, COMPLETE AND MAIL TO 
WINNING INTERSPORTS NOSTALGIA 
P.O. BOX 2683, KEARNEY, NE 68848-2683 
OR CALL 1-800-606-8114 
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wearing a white or a yellow jersey.” 

To be a Black Shirt is to share in a 
tradition that includes defensive All- 
Americans such as Thomas, Trev 
Alberts, Travis Hill, Kenny Walker, 
Neil Smith, Danny Noonan and Jim 
Skow in recent seasons, as well as 
pre-Osborne’ defensive All- 
Americans including Willie Harper, 
Rich Glover and Larry Jacobson. 

Although Nebraska’s national 
reputation is based on its high-scor- 
ing, run-oriented offense, the 
Cornhusker defense has its own tra- 
dition of success. Nine times during 
Osborne’s tenure as head coach, 
Nebraska has led the Big Eight in 
total defense. In 1984, the 
Cornhuskers led the nation in total 
defense. In 1986, they ranked sec- 
ond, and in 1980, third. In seven of 
the last 10 seasons, Nebraska has 
ranked in the top 10 nationally in 
total defense. 

Last season, the first with a 4-3 
base alignment, the Cornhuskers led 
the Big Eight in total defense, rush- 
ing defense, pass defense and scor- 
ing defense. “I think we regained 
some respect,” Miles said. 

The black practice jerseys aren't 
distributed indiscriminately. 
Sometimes, only 11 players have had 
them. And sometimes, players have 
had to trade a black for a yellow one 
after being demoted. Such demo- 
tions, however, are rare. 

Ellis was surprised when he got 
his Black Shirt, in part because Doug 
Colman already had one. Colman 
was above him on the depth chart. 
“He’s a great linebacker,” Ellis said. 
“Usually, only one guy (at a particu- 
lar position) has a Black Shirt.” But 
he and Colman both had them. 

“I was just happy the coaches 
thought I was good enough to be a 
starter, to be a Black Shirt,” said 
Ellis. The Black Shirt “showed they 
had confidence in me.” 

Having a Black Shirt not only cer- 
tifies defenders, it motivates them, 
according to Ellis. “Once you have a 
Black Shirt, I think, you feel like you 
have to pick it up a notch. It’s excit- 
ing. I was really pumped. It’s a goal 
when you come here as a defensive 
player. You see the Black Shirts, and 
it’s like: ‘I want one of those.’ That’s 
why I was so surprised.” 

Surprised, and elated. “It’s a great 
tradition here, being a Black Shirt,” 
Ellis said. “To be considered a starter 
on Nebraska’s defense, that’s big. 
For me it is, anyway.” 

And for just about anyone who 
has worn a Black Shirt, whenever the 
tradition began. Hl 


BRYAN The First Name In Heart Care 


Where the most famous doctor 
in Nebraska went for heart care. 


Dr. Tom Osborne 
Age 57 
Former Bryan Patient 


Tom Osborne appreciates the value of leadership. Whether he's 
working to direct his team down the field or helping to shape 
young lives, he knows people 
turn to a leader when chal- 
lenges arise. That's why the 

@ coach chose Bryan when he 
was faced with a potentially 


available. Each delivered through state-of-the- 
art technology, skilled expertise and the years 
of cardiac experience not found in any other 
Nebraska hospital. 


Today, thanks to the cooperative teamwork of 
his physicians and the cardiology staff of Bryan 


Memorial 
serious heart condition. Hasot Br yan 
ospital, e 
As Nebraska's leading provider Coach Osborne is still providing Memorial 
e 
of cardiac care, the Bryan team of heart specialists offers the his brand of leadership both Hospital 


widest range of diagnostic, treatment and rehabilitative procedures —_ on and off the field. 
F 1600 South 48th Street * Lincoln, NE 68506-1299 
402-489-0200 
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Nebraska 21, Kansas 20 


November 6, 1993 
Memorial Stadium ¢ Lawrence, Kan. 


Nebraska football team as they won their ninth consecutive 
game, 21-20, when Kansas failed on a two-point conversion 
attempt with 52 seconds remaining. 

With freshman tailback June Henley accounting for most of the 
yardage, Kansas had run at Nebraska behind a big offensive line. 
The Jayhawks finished with 179 rushing yards, including 148 on 37 
carries by Henley. 

Kansas had driven 80 yards on 17 plays, and used up 7:28 on 
the clock, to cut the deficit to 21-20. Henley carried 13 times, the 
last for a 3-yard gain and the touchdown. 

Anticipating a run to the outside for the two points, the 
Huskers lined up for a two-man blitz — one from the right , the 
other from the left. That way, Nebraska would be positioned to 
stop the run or apply pressure on a pass. 

KU quarterback Asheiki Preston rolled out in the direction 
away from the two blitzing defenders, who had to pursue him 
from the back side. Preston pulled up and, with defensive tackle 
| Kevin Ramaekers in hot pursuit, passed into the end zone. 

His intended receiver was Ashaundai Smith. The ball fell short. 
| Nebraska missed early opportunities to put the Jayhawks away 
but recorded its fourth come-from-behind victory on the season. 
KU scored first, but NU answered with a four-yard rushing touch- 
down by Calvin Jones 
and an eight-yard pass 
from Tommie Frazier to 
Gerald Armstrong. The 
Huskers were moving the 
ball decisively and 
looked to go into halftime 
with a comfortable 21-7 
lead as quarterback 
Brook Berringer took the 
reins of the Husker attack 
while Frazier rested a 
sore shoulder. 

But after marching 77 
yards to the KU six-yard 
line, Berringer threw an 
interception in the end 
zone. 

Kansas played Neb- 
raska’s game of ball control and used up 10:08 in the third quarter, 
scoring with 1:10 remaining to tie the game at 14-14. 

Jones racked up 195 yards, including 96 in 
the fourth quarter, despite fighting a virus all 
week. He proved to be the difference in the 
game as NU totaled 368 total yards — 287 
rushing — to Kansas’ 297. 

Linebacker Mike Anderson led the Black 
Shirts with 12 tackles, while Trev Alberts had 
11. 


A ll’s well that ends well. And so it was again for the 


First Downs 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
Rushing Attempts 
Net yards rushing 
Net yards passing 
Passes attempted 
Passes completed 
Had intercepted 
Total plays 
Total net yards 
Avg. gain per play 
Possession time 


4.3 
30:19 


TEAM 1 
7 
é 


Nebraska 
Kansas 


STATISTICS 
VS. 
ANSAS 


RUSHING LEADERS 
NEBRASKA 
Player Att. Yds. Avg. Long 
Jones 29" 1955:637 “51 
Frazier Sy .05nwc.37 15 
Benning a 26h) 16:55 1h 
Schlesinger 3 18 6.0 12 


KANSAS 
Player Att. Yds. Avg. Long 
Henley 37 148 4.0 15 
Preston 7 1S. 422.6 
Good Sy XS a8, 2:54 


PASSING LEADERS 
NEBRASKA 
Att/Comp. Int. Yds. 
7/4 Oo 31 
5/3 1 40 


KANSAS 


Att/Comp.Int. Yds. 
19/13 0 


RECEIVING LEADERS 
NEBRASKA 
No. Yds. Long ID 
ZS 10 1 
Te ie 16 0 


KANSAS 
Player No. Yds. Long ITD 
Ballard 4 39 14 0 
Chandler 1 30 10). ae | 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


2 3 
oD 
0 


SCOUTING 
KANSAS 


arly in the season, Kansas 
Bin about finally joining the 

Big Three in the Big Eight 
Conference. After a slow start, the 
Jayhawks hope to salvage the season 
by finishing in the upper half of the 
league and being invited to a bowl 
game. Any bowl game. 

After opening the year with two 
wins — against Houston and 
Michigan State — the Jayhawks lost 
three of their next five games, 
including Big Eight games against 
Kansas State and Oklahoma. 

And it doesn’t get any easier for 
Kansas. After playing host to 
Oklahoma State, the Jayhawks travel 
to Lincoln to play Nebraska on Nov. 
5 ina 1 p.m. game at Memorial 
Stadium. Kansas hasn't beaten 
Nebraska since 1968. The following 
week, Kansas plays host to 
Colorado, 

“I guess you could say it has been 
a frustrating season to a certain 
extent,” Kansas tailback J.T. Levine 
said. “I think last week was the top- 
per by losing that way (to 
Oklahoma), I think we’ve done 
good, we’ve come every week, 
we've tried to prepare hard to win 
every game, Sometimes you win, 
sometimes you lose. We won the 
ones that we played good in and 
were successful and sometimes 
we've come up short.” 


1994 KANSAS 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record (Overall/Conf.) — 5-3/2-2 
@ Houston W, 35-13 
Michigan St. W, 17-10 
@ Tex. Christian L, 31-21 
Ala.-Birming. W, 72-0 
Kansas St. L, 21-13 
@ lowa St. W, 41-23 
Oklahoma L, 20-17 
Oklahoma St. W, 24-14 
@ Nebraska 1 p.m. 
Colorado 1 p.m. 
Nov. 19 @ Missouri 1 p.m. 
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With defenses keying on the 
Jayhawk running game, 
quarterback Asheiki Preston has 
been able to open up the 
passing attack. 


The game against Oklahoma 
points out Levine's frustrations. The 
Sooners rallied late in the game to 
squeak out a 20-17 win. 

Still, the Jayhawks are looking at 
their opportunity against Nebraska 
and Colorado in a positive manner. 

“Right now, we’re at a clutch 
point and I think these next few 
games are going to prove the charac- 
ter of this team,” kicker Jeff McCord 
said. “Not only is it going to make 
us a better football team, but it is 
going to make us better men. 

“We are at a critical point but, 
hey, we've still got several games 
left and there is no reason that we 
should be counted out.” 

Part of Kansas’ problem is its lack 
of running game, especially against 
conference rivals. Kansas still ranks 
ninth nationally in rushing offense, 
averaging 258.6 yards per game, but 
against Oklahoma could manage just 
115 yards on the ground. The 
Jayhawks had similar problems 
against Kansas State. 

Kansas Coach Glen Mason, in an 
effort to give the ground game a 


Kansas vs Nebraska 


With bowl bid in the balance, Jayhawks need win in Lincoln 


November 5, 1994 © 1:00 p.m. (CDT) * Memorial Stadium ¢ Lincoln, Neb. 


boost, plans to use up to four players 
at tailback. 

Levine leads the team in rushing, 
averaging 47 yards per game. His 
backup, Mark Sanders, gains 46 
yards a pop. Third-teamer Eric Vann 
could also see more playing time 
during the next few weeks. 

Sophomore June Henley, who 
rushed for more than 1,100 yards 
last year, has been hampered by 
injuries. He gained 36 yards on 12 
carries against the Sooners. 

“We've got four players but it 
doesn’t seem like we're getting the 
total production out of those peo- 
ple,” Mason said. “Let’s be quite 
frank, people are defending the run 
much stronger against us than 
maybe they traditionally have. They 
have more respect even now for our 
run than in the past.” 

When Kansas decides to go to its 
passing game, Asheiki Preston has 
performed well. The senior has com- 
pleted 58-of-98 passes for 757 yards 
through seven games, and ranks 
29th in the country in passing effi- 
ciency. Preston has also picked up 
another 143 yards on the ground. 

Receiver Hosea Friday, wingback 
George White and tight end Brent 
Willeford are Preston’s primary tar- 
gets in the Jayhawk passing game. 


Up front, Kansas nearly matches 
Nebraska pound for pound. Guard 
John Jones (a 6-foot-1, 300 pound 
senior) and tackle Mark Allison (6-3, 
295), are on the right side, Jared 
Smith is a 260-pound center and 
tackle Scott Whittaker (6-6, 295) and 
guard Hessley Hempstead (6-1, 295) 
start on the left. 

Recently, Kansas suffered a blow 
defensively when cornerback Tony 
Blevins injured a knee during prac- 
tice and will probably miss the rest 
of the year. Blevins, a sophomore, 
started the first seven games this 
year for the Jayhawks. 

“Tt was a non-contact drill and 
someone just kind of slipped and 
stumbled into him,” Mason said of 
Blevins’ injury. “We've got to make 
an adjustment, obviously.” 

With Blevins out, freshman 
Charles Davis moves up the depth 
chart to take over the starting assign- 
ment. 

But Kansas has two other stars in 
the secondary. Free safety Kwamie 
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OFFENSE 
Reggie Baul 5-8 170 
Brendan Holbein 5-9 180 
Rob Zatechka 6-5 315 
Brady Caskey 6-4 290 
Joel Wilks 6-3 280 
Aaron Taylor 6-1 290 
Aaron Graham 6-3 280 
Bill Humphrey 6-2 265 
Brenden Stai 6-4 300 
Bryan Pruitt 6-1 255 
Zach Wiegert 6-5 300 
Eric Anderson 6-4 290 
Matt Shaw 6-3 235 
Eric Alford 6-2 225 
Brook Berringer 6-4 210 
Matt Turman 5-11 165 
Cory Schlesinger 6-0 230 
Jeff Makovicka 5-10 210 
Lawrence Phillips 6-0 220 
Damon Benning 5-11 205 
Abdul Muhammad 5-9 160 
Clester Johnson 5-11 210 
Darin Erstad 6-2 195 


DEFENSE 
Christian Peter 
Scott Saltsman 
Terry Connealy 
Jason Pesterfield 
Dwayne Harris 
Jared Tomich 
Donta Jones 
Grant Wistrom 
Troy Dumas 
Clint Brown 
Doug Colman 
Phil Ellis 
Ed Stewart 215 
Ryan Terwilliger 220 
Barron Miles 165 
Darren Schmadeke 5-8 180 
Tyrone Williams 185 
Leslie Dennis 5-8 165 
Kareem Moss 5-10 190 
Octavious McFarlin 6-0 180 
Tony Veland 6-2 200 
Eric Stokes 5-11 175 
Darin Erstad 6-2 195 


Lassiter recorded two intercep- 
tions and cornerback Dorian Brew 
is second in the nation in punt 
returns, averaging 16.2 yards per 
attempt. Gerald McBurrows starts 
at strong safety. 

The Jayhawk 4-3 defense plays 
tough against the run, giving up on 
average 110.7 yards per game. Ends 
Harold Harris and Steve Harvey and 
tackles Sylvester Wright and Darnell 
Britt are the reasons why Kansas is 
tough up front. 

Kansas has three talented line- 
backers in senior Don Davis and 
juniors Ronnie Ward and Keith 
Rodgers. 

The Jayhawks have forced 18 
turnovers in seven games, best in the 
Big Eight and ninth best nationally. 
At the same time, the Kansas offense 
has given up the ball eight times. 

Kicker McCord, a freshman, has 
kicked five of eight field goal 
attempts this season, and ranks fifth 
in the Big Eight in scoring, averaging 
5.86 points per game. 


JAYHAWK 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
13 Hosea Friday 6-1 
1 Isaac Byrd 6-2 
91 Brent Willeford 6-3 
89 Jim Moore 6-3 
54 Rod Jones 6-4 
71 ~=Derrick Chandler 6-7 
66 Hessley Hempstead 6-1 
62 Chris Banks 6-2 
65 Jared Smith 6-1 
55 Jim Stiebel 6-4 
69 John Jones 6-1 
75 Tony Zell 6-4 
79 Scott Whittaker 6-6 
67 Derek Brown 6-8 
9 Asheiki Preston 5-11 185 
15 Mark Williams 6-2 175 
22 = L.T. Levine 5-10 210 
34 Mark Sanders 6-0 212 
32 Chris Powell 5-9 220 
33 Costello Good 6-1 212 
2 George White 5-10 175 
88 Derek Irvin 5-9 170 
Jeff McCord 5-9 220 


DEFENSE 
Harold Harris 5-11 205 
Derek Fairchild 205 
Sylvester Wright 260 
Troy Harper 265 
Darnell Britt 
Brett McGraw 
Steve Harvey 
Kevin Kopp 
Don Davis 
Eric Galbreath 
Ronnie Ward 
Jason Thoren 
Keith Rodgers 
Terence Sullivan 
Charles Davis 6-0 190 
Jason Harris 6-1 175 
Kwamie Lassiter 5-11 175 
Thad Warren 6-0 195 
Gerald McBurrows 5-11 188 
Marlin Blakeney 5-11 192 Jr 
Dorian Brew 5-10 175 Jr 
Jason Harris 6-1 160 Fr 
Darrin Simmons 6-1 205 Jr 


Depth charts were compiled October 30. #= duplicate number “= injured. but probable for game 


¢ Chris Fowler, 

ESPN: Getting the 

Huskers after 

Colorado is the 

best possible sce- 

nario for Kansas. 
This one is not quite as close as 
last year. Nebraska 27, 
Kansas 20. 


¢ Ed Littler, KHAS TV, 
Hastings: Nebraska has too 
much power for the Jayhawks, 
although Kansas, with a 
healthy Asheiki Preston at quar- 
terback and a strong tailback, 
should put some points on the 
board. Nebraska, with the run- 
ning of Phillips, Benning and 
Childs, should strike for numer- 
ous scores. Brook Berringer, 
who seems to be improvin 
every week, should be able to 
pass against the Jayhawks, as 
he has in recent games. 
Nebraska 35, Kansas 17. 


¢ Berk Brown, Fremont 
Tribune: Nebraska can’t afford 
an emotional letdown after the 
Colorado game, and they 
shouldn't, considering this 
game is in Lincoln. Kansas’ 
program has come a long way 
in recent years, but it still hasn‘t 
reached the level of the elite in 
the Big Eight. Lawrence Phillips 
should be able to pad his rush- 
ing numbers in this, the 
Huskers’ final home game. 
Nebraska rolls. Nebraska 
42, Kansas 10. 


°¢ Jack Donoghue, 
Holdredge Daily Citizen. Of 
course, Kansas made it really 
close last year. The Jayhawks 
haven't had a really strong sea- 
son, but they’re a middle-of-the- 
pack team that if things start 
going their way it could be an 
interesting Baan A lot 
depends on how Nebraska 
comes off the Colorado game. 
Win or lose against the Buffs, 
whatever the Huskers’ emo- 
tions, they may be out of sorts 
the first half. But they should 
get rolling in the second half 
and put up some points. 
Nebraska 38, Kansas 14. 
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Buffs’ Woes 


Continue 
Against 
Huskers 


LINCOLN, Neb. — All for one. One for all. 

“It’s just like a bunch of kids on the corner who love each 
other and care about each other,” Charlie McBride said of 
Nebraska’s defensive effort following the Cornhuskers’ 24-7 vic- 
tory against Colorado. 

McBride, of course, is Nebraska’s defensive coordinator. And 
he couldn’t have been more proud. 

“This is one of the biggest wins for me,” he said. “But the 
credit goes to the players.” 

Cornhusker coach Tom Osborne shared that opinion. “The 
defense did a tremendous job,” he said. It was the “most consis- 
tent element of the ballgame. To hold Colorado to seven points is 
pretty significant.” 

Colorado came to Memorial Stadium, for the 200th consecu- 
tive sellout in Nebraska’s continuing NCAA record streak, with 
a high-powered offense that was being compared to Nebraska’s 
1983 “Scoring Explosion” team. The 1983 Cornhuskers had “the 
triplets”: Mike Rozier, Irving Fryar and 
Turner Gill. Their counterparts in 
Colorado’s version are Rashaan Salaam, |TRIPMI VI 
Michael Westbrook and Kordell Stewart. 

The Buffaloes ranked second in the nation REVIEW 
in total offense, averaging 502.9 yards per |} == 
game, and they ranked fourth in both scor- 
ing (40.3 points) and rushing offense (295.4 
yards). 

Salaam, a junior, went into the game as 
the nation’s leading rusher, averaging 179.4 
yards. 

Stewart was fifth nationally in passing 
and 10th in total offense. 

The “scariest” statistic, however, was Colorado’s success rate 
on third down, according to McBride. The Buffaloes had con- 
verted nearly 50 percent on third down (39-82). 

Through seven consecutive victories, Colorado was an offen- 
sive machine. “They have a great offense,” said Christian Peter, a 
Cornhusker defensive tackle. “They've been rolling all over peo- 
ple.” 

On this particular day, past tense was appropriate. 

“The defense, I thought, did an awfully good job throughout 
the game,” Osborne said. 

Salaam gained 134 yards on 22 carries, well below his aver- 
age. But more significantly, he had only 38 yards during the first 
half, when there was still uncertainty about the direction the 
game was taking. 

For the third year in a row, Stewart had problems dealing 
with the Cornhuskers. He completed 12-of-28 passes for 150 
yards and managed 24 yards net on 14 carries. 

“I guess he’s just got some bad luck against us,” Peter said. 


Against Troy Dumas (4) and the Black Shirts’ harassing 
style of defense, Kordell Stewart never had a chance to 
get Colorado’s high-powered offense going. 


Colorado game photos by Robert Berry 
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“We were coming at him from all 
angles.” 

Nebraska short-circuited the 
Buffaloes’ option. “We were taking 
the pitch away and making him 
(Stewart) run,” said Osborne. 

“We were pretty well prepared,” 
Peter said. “We go against the option 
every day in practice.” 

Colorado finished with 314 yards, 
the majority in the second half. The 
Buffaloes came up short on all 11 of 
their third-down situations and were 
0-for-4 on fourth-down attempts. 

Nebraska’s defense really never 
cracked. The only points it allowed 
followed the interception of a Brook 
Berringer pass at the Nebraska 36- 
yard line. Five plays later, Salaam 
scored a touchdown on a 6-yard run. 

By then, however, just over a 
minute remained in the third quar- 
ter, and the Cornhuskers led 24-0. 
The touchdown was largely cosmet- 
ic. “We did pretty well,” Peter said. 

Nebraska frustrated Stewart, by 
containing him with a game plan 
similar to the one it used in an 18-16 
loss to Florida State in the 1994 
Orange Bowl game. “We wanted to 
do the same with him we did with 
(Heisman Trophy winner) Charlie 


Ward, squeeze it and keep him 
inside,” McBride said. 

The Cornhuskers sacked Stewart 
three times and kept the pressure on 
from the opening series. “We had a 
lot of people in his face,” said 
Nebraska cornerback Barron Miles. 

Stewart had nowhere to run, and 
often no one to whom he could 
throw, though Westbrook finished 
with six receptions for 80 yards. 

Nebraska’s defense got a boost 
from the kicking game, which kept 
the Buffaloes from good field posi- 
tion. Colorado began nine of its 13 
possessions no farther out than its 
own 20-yard line. The Buffaloes’ 
average possession began at the 19. 

“When you're starting out with a 
long field against a good defense, it’s 
tough,” Osborne said. 

In contrast, Nebraska’s average 
possession began at the 39-yard line. 

The Cornhusker offense was 
effective particularly during the first 
half, when it produced 17 points, 
with five possessions. Of the two 
that ended in punts, only one was a 
result of Colorado’s defensive play. 
Nebraska’s first drive was halted 
when a center snap sailed over quar- 
terback Brook Berringer’s head for a 
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15-yard loss, on a first down at the 
Buffalo 31. 

The Cornhuskers’ first points 
came on a 14-yard touchdown run 
by fullback Cory Schlesinger. The 
scoring drive required eight plays, 
covered 51 yards and used up 4:10 
on the clock, following a mediocre 
punt. 

The key plays in the drive were a 
9-yard pass from Berringer to tight 
end Mark Gilman, and an 11-yard 
option run by Berringer. The 
Cornhuskers faced only one third- 
down situation. 

Gilman finished with four pass 
receptions for 46 yards. Eric Alford, 
also a tight end, caught five passes 
for 78 yards and a touchdown. 

Every time Nebraska threw, it 
seeined like either Gilman or Alford 
was running down the field wide 
open. 

The Cornhuskers scored again on 
their first possession of the second 
quarter, driving 54 yards on 10 plays 
to set up a 24-yard, Tom Sieler field 
goal. Berringer took a 5-yard loss on 
an option on third-and-goal inside 
the 1-yard line to force the kick. 

Colorado had a chance to get back 
into the game on its next possession. 


CORNHUSKER WATCHES 
BY SUN TIME! 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


@ 100% MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


@ QUARTZ MOVEMENT 
@ UNISEX STYLE 


SHIPPING & HANDUNG 
$5.00 PER WATCH 


SUBTOTAL 


@ FEATURES "MAGICALLY" 
FLOATING CORNHUSKER 
SECOND HAND 


@ COLOR COORDINATED 
GENUINE LEATHER STRAP 


CSC DIRECT ORDER SERVICES 


4099 McEWEN ROAD, STE. 350, DALLAS, TX 75244 


PHONE ORDER: 1-300-341-1522 
CUSTOMER SERVICE: 1-214-851-1770 
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VBTUBER 29, 1998 
Nebraska 24, Colorado 7 
Kansas St. 37, Oklahoma 20 


Kansas 24, Oklahoma St. 14 
Missouri 34, lowa St. 20 


Vy Vilgielsy | payey 
uUEHBeR 5, 1994 
lowa St. at Kansas St. 
Oklahoma St. at Colorado 
Kansas at Nebraska 
Missouri at Oklahoma 


CONFERENCE STANDINGS 


TEAM 
Nebraska 
Colorado 
Kansas 
Missouri 
Kansas St. 
Oklahoma 
lowa St, 
Oklahoma St. 


Ww 


4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
0) 
0) 
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PF 
115 
125 
95 
88 
85 
81 
94 
63 


OVERALL STANDINGS 


TEAM 
Nebraska 
Colorado 
Kansas St. 
Kansas 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma St. 
Missouri 
lowa St. 


Win - Loss - Tie - Points For - Points Against 


NQPBRWON—OF 


PF 

349 
289 
181 
240 
156 
157 
131 
150 


The Buffaloes moved quickly down 
the field on the ground but were 
slowed by an incomplete pass on 
first down at the Nebraska 28. After 
Dwayne Harris sacked Stewart for a 
1-yard loss on third down, Neil 
Voskeritchian attempted a 43-yard 
field goal. 

Voskeritchian’s kick was short, 
and the Buffaloes didn’t threaten 
again until the middle of the third 
quarter. 

Nebraska took over and drove 73 
yards on nine plays, the last a 2-yard 


touchdown run by Clinton Childs to 
take a 17-0 lead at halftime. The 
third scoring drive consumed nearly 
four minutes and left Colorado only 
36 seconds with which to work. 

The Cornhuskers controlled the 
ball, finishing with a significant edge 
in time of possession, 21:27 to 8:33 in 
the first half, 38:24 to 21:36 total. 

Nebraska completed its scoring 
on its first possession of the second 
half, going 69 yards on seven plays, 
capped by a 30-yard touchdown 
pass from Berringer to Alford. 


The Cornhuskers controlled the 
line of scrimmage much of the game. 
“The offensive line, they exploded 
on the defense,” said Schlesinger, 
who did some exploding of his own. 

It was his block on Colorado line- 
backer Ted Johnson that opened the 
way to a 14-yard run for Lawrence 
Phillips on the drive that produced 
Sieler’s field goal. 

Phillips, who entered the game as 
the nation’s third-leading rusher, 
finished with 86 yards on 22 carries. 
He would have broken the school 
record for consecutive 100-yard 
rushing games to start a season, but 
a mishandled pitchout midway 
through the fourth quarter cost him 
17 yards. 

He had gone over 100 yards mid- 
way through the third quarter. Even 
so, he has 1,319 rushing yards for the 
season, fifth-best in school history. 

Such individual accomplishments 
were of secondary concern, howev- 
er. 

“The intangible things make great 
teams,” said McBride. 

Intangibles, the kicking game, 
and an aggressive defense, one capa- 
ble of stopping the run. There’s no 
great secret to playing defense the 
way the Cornhuskers did against 
Colorado. 


Tom Osborne surprised the Buffs 
by utilizing Mark Gilman (87) 
and the other tight ends on 
isolation plays. 


aw 
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1994 SEASON STATS 


(9 GAMES) 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING 

Att Yds. 
209 1,319 
49 372 
53 364 
57 306 
40 296 
33-248 
42 188 


STATISTICS 


i covorann 


YPG 
146.5 
41.3 
40.4 
34.0 
32.8 
62.0 
20.8 
9.1 


Name 
Phillips 


SCORE BY QUARTERS Sian 
TEAM Tr 24 Sy *4 Final Eras 
Nebraska 7 10° 40 Makovioka 
Colorado 0: -Oe 7 


Frazier 
Berringer 
Schuster 


aooronooo 0 


10 73 
PASSING 
C-A-| Pct. Yds. 
§7-92-3 620 669 
6-12-0 500 80 
19-44-2 431 273 
RECEIVING 
No. Yds. YPC 
10 223 22.3 
16 210 13.1 
10 140 14.0 
11 97 8.8 10.7 
13 116 8.9 12.8 
fase 10.8 7.6 
DEFENSE 
UT. AL, EL 
30' +42 72 
20 29 49 
24 23 47 
26 17 °43 
15 27 8642 
14 23 36 
12 22 34 
20 11 31 
24 a 29 
10 16 26 
20 26 
16 25 
IS “ee 
9 21 
20 
16 
14 
13 


Name 
Berringer 
Turman 
Frazier 


Cu 
First Downs 18 
Rushing 10 Player 
Passing 6 Dumas 
Penalty 2 Peter 
Rushing Attempts hae 
Yards Gained Rushing 187 Stewart 
Yards Lost Rushing 32 Colman 
Net yards rushing 155 Miles 
Net yards passing 159 Connealy 
Moss 
Passes attempted 30 Ellis 
Passes completed 13 Veland 
Had intercepted 0 
Total plays 67 
Total net yards 314 
Avg. gain per play 4.7 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 
Penalties-yards 4-30 
Punts-yards 6-230 
Avg. per punt 38.3 
Possession time 21:36 
Third Down Efficiency 0-11 


NEBRASKA 
Tackles 
Solo Asst. 


£oaow 


Sacks Int. 
YPG Tds. 
27.9 
23.3 
20.0 


Name 
Alford 
Muhammad 
Baul 
Phillips 
Gilman 
Holbein 


2oonwong 


Name 
Stewart 
Peter, C. 
Dumas 
Moss 
Colman 
Ellis 
Jones 
Miles 

| Williams, T. 
| Wistrom 

| Stokes 
Harris 
Connealy 
Tomich 
Veland 
Brown 
Pesterfield 
Dennis 


Sacks 
1 
6.0 
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COLORADO 

Tackles 
4.9 Solo Asst. Sacks Int. 
1-0 
6-41 
6-230 
38.3 
38:24 


7-16 


Player 
Russell 
Johnson 
Cunningham 
Jones 
Hudson 
Hicks 
Clavelle 
Rosga 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


RUSHING RECEIVING 
NEBRASKA NEBRASKA 
Player Att. Yds. Avg. Long TD Player No. Yds. Long 
Phillips 25 86 34 14 Alford sy ifs" 30 
Schlesinger 8 8.1 29 Gilman 4 46 16 
Makovicka 3 10.7 25 Muhammad 2 14 12 
Berringer 7 2.7 11 Phillips 1 4 4 
Childs 5 28 4 COLORADO 
1 1 
3 1 
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TEAM STATISTICS 
Total Offensive Yards 
Net Rushing Yards 
Passing Yards 

Scoring ist 2nd 
NU 64 112 
Opp 


NU OPP | 
4,351 2,444 
3,323 640 
1,028 1,804 


Muhammad 1.0 No. Yds. Long 
Westbrook 6 80 22 
Carruth 2 28 19 
Salaam 2 24 19 
2 
1 


Player 
1 .03 
MISSOURI 
Player . Yds. Avg. 
Salaam 134 61 
Stewart 24 «1.7 
Troutman -3 -3.0 


Benning 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record — 9-0 


W, 31-0 
W, 42-16 
W, 49-21 
W, 70-21 


Lepsis 18 14 
Savoy 9 9 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 8 

Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 


vs. W. Virginia 
@ Texas Tech 
UCLA 

Pacific 


PASSING 

NEBRASKA 
Att./Comp. Int. 
17/12 1 

COLORADO 
Player Att./Comp. Int. 
Stewart 28/12 0 
Detmer 2/1 0 


Player 
Berringer 


FIELD GOALS 
NEBRASKA 
Player Att. Comp. Long 
Sieler 1 1 24 
COLORADO 
Player Att. Comp. 
Voskeritchian 0 1 


Long 
None 


Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 25 


W, 42-32 
W, 32-3 
W, 17-6 
W, 42-7 
W, 24-7 

1:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 


Wyoming 
Oklahoma St. 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Missouri 
Colorado 
Kansas 

@ lowa St. 

@ Oklahoma 


ebraska, even without 
Tommie Frazier, can still be 
Nebraska. 


That was never more apparent 
than during the Cornhuskers’ deci- 
sive 24-7 victory against Colorado. 

It was supposed to be the 
matchup of the season, No. 2 
Nebraska against No. 3 Colorado, or 
vice-versa, depending on your poll 
preference. 

ABC televised the game for a 
national audience. The ESPN 


cable TV network broadcast its 
Game Day program from Lincoln “We 


for the second time this season. 
CNN was in town most of the 
week. The Nebraska sports infor- 
mation office issued 538 press cre- 
dentials, the most since the 1987 
Oklahoma game. 

However, the game itself 
didn’t match the hype. That's 
because the Cornhuskers were 
clearly superior on this particular 
day, even though Frazier’s participa- 
tion amounted to leading the team 
from the locker room, playing catch 
during pre-game warmups and 
watching on the sideline in street 
clothes during the game. 

“We're still Nebraska. We're still 
the same defense,” Cornhusker cor- 
nerback Barron Miles said. 

And, for those who might have 
been wondering the last two weeks 
in victories against Kansas State and 
Missouri, the same offense. 

Coach Tom Osborne took the 
option off the shelf and showed the 
Buffaloes how devastating it can be. 

“Tf we can run the full gamut of 
our offense, we're very difficult to 
stop,” said Ron Brown, the 
Cornhusker receivers coach. “We 
have a tremendous run offense; it’s 
very sophisticated.” 

Nebraska took control with the 
option during the first half, then left 
preservation of victory No. 9 up to 
the defense. “We were ready for 
anything they threw at us,” Miles 
said. 

Or ran, he might have added. 

The Cornhuskers slowed down 
markedly in the second half. “I think 
we started trying a little too hard,” 
fullback Cory Schlesinger said. 


No. 1 Can Wait 


Nebraska wants to avoid poll banter, content to finish 


the season one game at a time 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


Schlesinger, who rushed for 65 
yards and scored Nebraska’s first 
touchdown on a 14-yard run with 
5:47 left in the first quarter, was an 
integral part of the attack. 

So was Jeff Mackovicka, his back- 
up who gained 32 yards on three 
carries. The fullbacks had 
Nebraska’s two longest runs from 
scrimmage, 29 yards by Schlesinger 
and 25 by Mackovicka. 

The Cornhuskers were confident 


keep the ball when the circum- 
stances dictated. His first carry was 
on third-and-1 for 2 yards during 
Nebraska’s first scoring drive. The 
first time he kept on an option, also 
during that series, he gained 11 
yards. 

“T think Brook did a tremendous 
job,” said Cornhusker defensive 
tackle Christian Peter. “We're all 
proud of him.” 

Berringer was Berringer, accord- 


underdogs. We 
don’t take that 


lightly, especially 


at home.” 


were labeled 


— Brook Berringer 


going into the game because “we 
knew this week we had everything 
back in place (on offense),” 
Schlesinger said. 

“We had the options, the passing 
and up the middle.” 

In the victories against Kansas 
State and Missouri, the options, in 
particular, were missing. 

The reason was Berringer, whom 
Osborne attempted to protect fol- 
lowing the collapse of a lung on con- 
secutive weeks. Against Colorado, 
“Brook was great,” Osborne said. 
“He didn’t show any wear and tear.” 

The junior from Goodland, Kan., 
completed 12-of-17 passes, nine of 
them to tight ends Eric Alford and 
Mark Gilman, for 142 yards and a 
touchdown. He also carried seven 
times for 19 yards, a total that would 
have looked better but for a 15-yard 
loss charged to him when a center 
snap sailed over his head during the 
first series. 

Except for an interception late in 
the third quarter, which set up the 
only Colorado touchdown, Berringer 
was nearly flawless in his decisions 
and performance. “In many ways, 
this was the biggest game he’s been 
involved in,” Osborne said. 

Berringer showed no hesitancy to 


ing to Schlesinger. “He was no 

~] different than any other game.” 

Like his teammates, he appar- 
ently has grown weary of not 
being accorded the respect 
they’ve earned. 

“We were labeled underdogs. 
We don’t take that lightly, espe- 
cially at home,” Berringer said. 

Would his performance con- 
vince those who have doubted his 
ability to get the job done? “I 
~ don’t know, Probably not,” he 
said. “But I hope so. I’m pretty 
happy with it.” 

Osborne was confident in 
Berringer, and everyone else, for that 
matter. “I felt if we would play well, 
we would win,” he said. 

Nebraska didn’t hold back any- 
thing, and ran some things it hadn't 
shown this season, even when it was 
using the entire offense. 

“What you saw is what you got,” 
Osborne said. 

What the 200th consecutive sell- 
out crowd in Memorial Stadium (for 
the record, 76,131) saw was 
Nebraska’s 22nd regular-season vic- 
tory in a row, a streak that leads the 
nation. 

The victory also kept the 
Cornhuskers’ national championship 
hopes intact, even though they 
weren't ready to start lobbying for a 
No. 1 ranking. “I don’t want to get 
involved in that,” said Osborne. 

Does Nebraska deserve to be 
ranked No. 1? “It’s easy to say that. 
But is it going to happen? This 
(game) is a good argument, but a 
week ago, it was a good argument, 
too, and the week before that,” Miles 
said. 

“Right now, we've got more 
games to play,” said Schlesinger. 
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GIVE SANTA A BREAK! 


Send Huskers Illustrated to your 
friends and relatives this Christmas. 


OF little elves in Lincoln thought they'd help Santa out 
this year by putting together the best Christmas present 
imaginable -- Huskers Illustrated. With billions of gifts to 
deliver each Christmas, Santa is especially grateful to 
Huskers Illustrated because we even handle the delivery for 
him and send an announcement card in his name. Santa is 
a BIG Husker fan (his favorite color is red) and he knows 
that his friends will remember him long after Christmas is 
over because Huskers Illustrated is published 17 times a 
year. So don't leave it up to Santa to deliver the best 
Christmas present ever to that Husker fan on your list. 
Order a gift subscription to Huskers Illustrated today! 


Go uskers Illustrated is required reading 
gg“ ~ for all Husker fans. Huskers Illustrated is pub- 
a lished weekly during football season and 
monthly the rest of the year. Special issues 
include our June/July College Football 
Preview and our March Recruiting Issue. 
Each issue includes game reviews, scouting 
reports, player profiles, predictions, insider 
recruiting news, and much more. A 1-year gift 
subscription is only $42.90. That's over 26% 
off the cover price. 
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Life is full of opportunities. It is up to us to rise up 
and seize them. 

At Security Mutual Life, we’ve been helping people 
achieve their financial goals for nearly 100 years. And 
our sound management practices and strong strategic 
planning have made us one of the strongest, most secure 
insurance companies in the Midwest. 

To find out how we can help you reach your goals, 
contact your Security Mutual Life representative. Don’t 
let opportunity slip through your fingers, call Security 


Mutual Life today. 


Security 
Mutual Life 


Dedicated to Your Security 
Since 1895 


200 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE (402) 477-4141 


Nebraska offices in Scottsbluff, Kimball, McCook, North Platte, Kearney, 
Burwell, Valentine, Columbus, Norfolk, Milford, Spencer, Albion, Fremont, 


Lincoln, Beatrice, Omaha, Oakland and Bellevue. 


When Tom Osborne decided to add a 
ferocious rushing attack to Nebraska’s 
passing game, few could have envisioned 
the outcome 


NAD I 


ebraska’s commitment to an 

option-oriented offense can 

be traced to the mid-1970s, 
during the early years of Tom 
Osborne’s tenure as head coach. 
Osborne didn’t wake up one day 
and decide to change his philosophy 
of offensive football. It wasn’t that 
simple, of course. But 1976 works as 
a transitional season. 

Osborne’s fourth team led the Big 
Eight in passing offense, on the arm 
of quarterback Vince Ferragamo, in 
1976. But it finished with a 9-3-1 
record, the worst by winning per- 
centage in Osborne’s 21-plus sea- 
sons. The Cornhuskers were tied for 
fourth place in the Big Eight, their 
worst finish under Osborne, with all 
three of their losses coming against 
conference opponents. 

Probably the most significant of 
those losses was against Oklahoma, 
by 20-17. The loss made Osborne’s 
record against the Sooners 0-4. His 
teams would win only one of the 
next five games before Nebraska 
finally started holding its own 
against Oklahoma. 

The Sooners dominated the Big 
Eight, not just Nebraska, during the 
1970s. Oklahoma won or shared 
every conference championship 
from 1972 through 1980. The Sooners 
were awarded national titles by the 
Associated Press in 1974 and 1975 
and were never ranked lower than 
No. 7. Their success was based on 
the run-oriented wishbone offense, 
which enabled them to lead NCAA 
Division 1-A in rushing offense eight 
times from 1971 to 1987. 

Since 1937, only seven teams have 
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averaged more than 400 rushing 
yards per game for a season. The 
first five on that list of seven were 
Oklahoma, which set the NCAA 
record at 472.4 rushing yards per 
game in 1971. 

The Sooners were the key that 
unlocked the door to offensive 
change for Nebraska. “My first 
seven or eight years as coach, the 
greatest source of dissatisfaction was 
how we did against Oklahoma,” 
Osborne said recently. “We always 
had good throwers, (David) Humm, 
Ferragamo ... but we’d seem to get 
Oklahoma on the ropes and they'd 
have a quarterback with great option 
ability who would make a play to 
win. We had a hard time beating 
anybody who had speed at quarter- 
back.” 

The names of Oklahoma’s quar- 
terbacks during that time were all- 
too-familiar to Cornhusker fans. 
There was Steve Davis, who was fol- 
lowed by Thomas Lott, who was fol- 
lowed by J.C. Watts. They weren’t 
particularly gifted as passers, but 
they could run. And with the run, 
they won. 

The Sooners threw only two pass- 
es in the 20-17 victory against 
Nebraska at Lincoln in 1976, for 
example. And both were completed. 
The first came with 3:30 remaining 
in the game, when Lott handed to 
Woodie Shepard, who threw to split 


Labeled a dinosaur by some, 
Nebraska’s ground offense has 
produced eight NCAA rushing 
titles under Tom Osborne. 


end Steve Rhodes. The play covered 
47 yards and carried the Sooners to 
the Cornhusker 35-yard line. Then, 
on a third-and-19, Sooner quarter- 
back Dean Blevins passed to Rhodes, 
who lateraled to Elvis Peacock for a 
gain of 32 yards to the Nebraska 2- 
yard line, setting up the winning 
touchdown. The passes for 79 yards 
were in addition to 357 rushing 
yards. 

Such results convinced Osborne a 
change was needed. His team had 
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supplemented Ferragamo’s passing 
in 1976 with only modest support 
from its running game. Nebraska 
averaged only 219.8 rushing yards 
per game that season, the lowest 
total under Osborne. “Certainly, we 
didn’t need to go to the Wishbone,” 
said Osborne. “But we felt we need- 
ed to get more speed at quarter- 
back.” 

With that already in mind, the 
Cornhuskers’ recruiting class in 1976 
included Jeff Quinn, a quarterback 
from Ord, Neb. Quinn had 4.7 speed 
in the 40-yard dash. When he 
became a starter, sharing the No. 1 
job with Tim Hager in 1979, 
Nebraska’s transition to an option 
offense was under way. 

Hager and his immediate prede- 
cessor, Tom Sorley, were passers 
rather than runners. Sorley, a two- 
year starter, rushed for 329 yards (on 
152 carries) in three seasons, while 
throwing for 2,555 yards and 17 
touchdowns. “Tom was a fair run- 
ner,” Osborne said. “He could get 


Turner Gill (left) helped turn 
Nebraska into the scoring 
machine that Tommie Frazier 
has been able to direct more 
than 10 years later. 


you eight yards, but he probably 
wasn’t fast enough to go the dis- 
tance.” The same was true of Hager. 

The idea “was not necessarily to 
recruit sprinters at quarterback, but 
speed,” Osborne said. “If a guy 
could pass on top of that, it was a 
plus. But we wanted to make sure he 
could run.” 

Nebraska found a couple of such 
quarterbacks in Texas. The 1979 
recruiting class included Nate 
Mason from Greenville. A year later, 
Nebraska recruited Turner Gill from 
Fort Worth. 

With the multi-talented Gill at 
quarterback beginning in 1981, the 
Cornhuskers achieved their greatest 
offensive success, leading the nation 
in total offense in 1982 and ranking 
second in 1983, averaging a school- 
record 546.7 yards per game, includ- 
ing 401.7 by rushing — sixth-highest 
in NCAA Division I-A history. 

With a sophisticated running 
attack in place, Nebraska won three 
in a row against Oklahoma before 
the Sooners’ option game produced 
four more victories from 1984 
through 1987. Since then, Nebraska 
has won five of six from the Sooners. 

Recruiting quarterbacks who 
could run was the first step. It was 
that simple. Then, “as we got those 
quarterbacks, we tended to run more 
options,” said Osborne. Among 
those who followed Gill were Steve 
Taylor, Gerry Gdowski, Keithen 
McCant and, most recently, Tommie 
Frazier, perhaps the definitive quar- 
terback for Nebraska’s option 
offense. In contrast, Brook Berringer 
“has the potential to be as good of a 
pure passer as we've had,” Osborne 
said. 

Berringer, however, is different 
from the passing quarterbacks of the 
past. “He can run 4.6 (in the 40) or 
under,” Osborne said. “He has 
enough option ability (to get by).” 

The option quarterbacks have 
been complemented by linemen 
well-schooled in run blocking and a 
steady string of exceptional I-backs. 
Since 1946, the modern era, 
Nebraska has had 19 1,000-yard 
rushers, including Lawrence Phillips 
this season. Sixteen of the 19 have 
played for Osborne, beginning with 
Isaiah Hipp in 1977. 

Six of Osborne’s I-backs have 
rushed for 1,000 or more yards in 
back-to-back seasons: Jarvis 
Redwine, Mike Rozier, Doug 
DuBose, Ken Clark, Derek Brown 
and Calvin Jones. Brown and Jones 
each rushed for more than 1,000 
yards in the same season, 1992. 


The Cornhuskers’ top 
eight career rushers all have 
finished their careers since 
1978, with Rozier atop the 
list. Rozier ran for 4,780 yards 
and 49 touchdowns in three 
seasons. The 4,780 yards is 
the third-highest total in 
NCAA Division 1-A history. 

Predictably, quarterbacks 
also now appear well up on 
the rushing list. Taylor is No. 
14, with 2,125 yards, 32 
touchdowns and an average 
of 4.93 yards per carry over 
four seasons. Gill is No. 29, 
with 1,317 rushing yards and 
an average of 4.54 yards per 
carry. Gdowski, No. 32, aver- 
aged nearly eight yards per | | 
carry. And Frazier already is 
No. 27, with 1,351 rushing 
yards. 

Once committed to the f 
run, Nebraska saw immedi- 
ate results. The Cornhuskers ranked 
seventh in Division 1-A in rushing in 
1977, averaging 302.5 yards per 
game, 80 yards more than they had 
averaged in 1976. Nebraska has won 
eight NCAA rushing titles since 1980 
and averaged more than 300 rushing 
yards every season since 1977 except 


footba 
oO hav : 


for last season, when the 
Cornhuskers’ 287.9 rushing yards 
per game ranked No. 3 nationally 
and tops in the Big Eight. 

The correlation between rushing 
and winning has been obvious. Nine 
of the Big Eight championships 
Nebraska has won or shared under 


Osborne have come since 
1978. Going into the Missouri 
game, Nebraska’s record since 
1973 was 137-5-0 (.965) in 
games in which _ the 
Cornhuskers rushed for 300 or 
more yards. They had won 59 
consecutive games in which 
they had rushed for more than 
300 yards, dating to the loss 
against Michigan in the 1986 
Sunkist Fiesta Bowl. And they 
were 70-0 in games in which 
they rushed for 400 or more 
yards. 

Osborne occasionally has 
drawn criticism for lacking 
offensive imagination, even 
though his teams annually 
rank among the nation’s lead- 
ers in scoring. But even more 
significant than that is the fact 
* | that Osborne is the winningest 
active coach, by percentage, in 
Division 1-A. 

Even if Nebraska’s offense were 
to achieve more balance between 
pass and run, Osborne wouldn’t 
abandon the option. “We want to be 
able to run enough option football 
for people to have to prepare,” he 
said. “It complicates the preparation 
if the option is a threat.” 
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asketball, like football, is 
becoming a game of speed. 
Consider Missouri last sea- 
son. The Tigers were 14-0 in the Big 
Eight, only the eighth time in history 
a team has been perfect in confer- 
ence play. 

“Missouri was fast,” Paul Koch 
said recently. “It was like a track 
meet, all of it sprints. And I thought 
we were fast.” 

Koch is responsible for Neb- 
raska’s strength and conditioning 
program, which he geared to devel- 
oping more speed this season. As a 
result, “We've sacrificed some condi- 
tioning now. But by the Puerto Rico 
trip, we'll be ready,” he said. 

In the past, the Cornhuskers have 
emphasized conditioning and stami- 
na during preseason workouts. This 
season, the conditioning work was 
delayed until the early days of prac- 
tice. 

The result has been a quicker, 
more athletic team. “I’m really 
happy with the guys,” Koch said. 

The Cornhuskers have shown 
remarkable commit- 
ment in strength and 
conditioning, accord- 
ing to Koch. During 
tests the first week in] 7 
September, every play- |] 
er showed significant 
improvement. 

Koch instituted a 
performance award, 
which he presented to 
players who improved 
over their previous bests in four 
areas: agility run, vertical jump and 
10- and 40-yard dashes. In order to 
earn a performance award, an ath- 
lete had to increase his personal best 
in all four tests. Koch expected 15 to 
20 percent of the team to qualify for 
the awards. Eight of 13 did. 

“These guys are on the top level,” 
Koch said. 

Melvin Brooks was among the 
eight, remarkable considering he’s a 
senior, said Koch. A senior’s maturi- 
ty and physical development make 
improving more difficult. Yet 
Brooks’ improvement was signifi- 


Teamed with Jaron Boone 
(above), Melvin Brooks (below) 
dropped 22 pounds and eight 
percent body fat under the 
Husker conditioning program, 
which should prepare faster, 
stronger players. 
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“Melvin (Brooks) is 
totally changed. Now 
he looks like one of 
those Mighty 


Morphin Power 
Rangers” 


— Paul Koch 
Strength Coach 


BRAG- 


hefore the 


‘~ 


Wear Game Day CLAssics. 


BRAGGIN’ SHIRTS! Our 100% combed white cotton Oxford is the most 


comfortable and durable dress shirt available anywhere. And it’s uniquely 


embroidered with your school name above the pocket - and logo on the cuff... $60. 


Made in America. (Also available in Pinpoint Oxford.) 
Call Toll Free Today — Special Quantity Prices Available 


1-800-508-8570 


9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, EST 


\ GAME DAY CLASSICS" 


\V "Team Spirit You Can’Take to the Office!” 


32 NOVEMBER S, 1994 


cant, if not dramatic. 

When Brooks transferred to 
Nebraska from Chowan (N.C.) 
College, he weighed 255 pounds, 
with 17 percent body fat. “He was 
soft-looking, like he felt a little 
droopy,” Koch said. 

Brooks weighs 233 now, with 9 
percent body fat. “He’s a totally dif- 
ferent person,” said Koch. 

No one was more committed to 
improving than the 6-foot-8 Brooks, 
who will be expected to provide 
experience and much-needed muscle 
up-front. Each day during the sum- 
mer, he showed up to go through 
the exercise routine Koch designed 
for him. He and junior Jaron Boone 
were workout partners. 

“Those two guys really worked at 
it. | was impressed with Jaron more 
than anybody,” Koch said. Until this 
summer, Boone’s behavior in the 
weight room was less than exem- 
plary. 

“Sometimes, if you're not success- 
ful at something, you find other 
ways to express yourself,” said 
Koch. “I think Jaron always felt a lit- 
tle weak. So he had to be the joker in 
the weight room. He’d goof around. 
But I think he said, ‘Hey, this is my 
year.” 

Boone has put on 10 pounds 
since last season, and “nine of those 
pounds are muscle,” Koch said. 

While Boone was adding weight, 
Brooks was taking it off. At the same 
time, he added an inch to his vertical 
jump (now 28), dropped his time in 
the agility run from 4.48 seconds to 
4.39, dropped from 1.77 seconds to 
1.71 in the 10-yard dash, and 
improved from 5.02 seconds to 4.9 
in the 40. 

“Don’t let Coach (Tom) Osborne 
hear that,” Koch said. The new 
Brooks might make a pretty good 
tight end. 

“Melvin is totally changed. Now 
he looks like one of those Mighty 
Morphin Power Rangers.” 

Tom Wald, who sat out last sea- 
son after transferring from Mankato 
(Minn.) State, also has changed. 

In barely a year, Wald has 
increased his vertical jump from 26 
inches to 34 1/2. “Last fall, he’d try 
to dunk with one hand and every 
once in a while, he could do it,” 
Koch said. “At the end of the sum- 
mer, he was dunking two hands, 
backward over his head. I’m waiting 
for a game when he’s on a break- 
away, to see how the fans react. 
Tommy shot up dramatically. 

“The other guys could see how he 
See HOOPS page 39 
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Known mainly for his 
special teams play, Barron 
Miles could go down as 
the best coverage player 
in Husker history 


i bie mae S 


A preseason All-American, Barron Miles has 


led by example during 


a season that has seen the secondary ravaged by injuries. 


ebraska secondary coach 
George Darlington readily 
admits that senior Barron 
Miles is one of the best cornerbacks 
in Cornhusker history. But Miles 
himself isn’t ready to take on that 
moniker. 

By his own admission, the senior 
from Roselle, N.J., still has miles to 
go 


“I’m still improving, getting bet- 
ter,” he said. “Maybe at the end of 
the season I'll be able to look at my 
career more objectively. Right now, 
I'm still trying to get better to help 
the team win.” 

Darlington, however, said Miles’ 
play this season leads him to believe 
he may be the best coverage man 
he’s seen wear a Nebraska uniform. 

“He certainly compares very 
favorably with the best we’ve had,” 
said Darlington, who is in his 21st 
season as a Husker assistant coach. 
“All defenders have their own tal- 
ents, but Barron has made a lot of 
big plays. He'll probably go down as 
the best we’ve ever had back there, 
and we’ve had some good ones.” 

Miles’ play against Kansas State 
certainly solidifies what Darlington 
thinks about the returning starter. 
Last year, Wildcat quarterback Chad 
May ripped the Husker secondary 
for a Big Eight Conference-record 
489 yards passing. Miles made up 
for it this season when he helped 
hold May to 242 yards through the 


air and broke up a school-record six 
passes. 

Miles’ best play came when, at 
the very last instant, he batted a pass 
away from Kansas State receiver 
Kevin Lockett in the end zone to pre- 
vent the Wildcats from scoring on 
the play. 

Darlington’s praise of Miles 
remained consistent. 

“Barron played a fabulous game 
and showed great leadership,” he 
said. “He made some unbelievable 
athletic plays. He probably played as 
well in a game as any corner I have 
ever seen here in my 21 years at 
Nebraska.” 

It isn’t always easier for the 5- 
foot-8 Miles. Most of the time, he’s 
matched up against the opponent’s 
best receiver. Last year, he went one- 
on-one with UCLA’s J.J. Stokes, who 
stands 6-4, and Colorado’s Charles 
Johnson, who is now in the NFL 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Against Stokes a year ago, Miles 
broke up two passes and made 
seven tackles while giving up a half- 
foot in height. 

Covering the taller receivers 
doesn’t bother Miles. In fact, he kind 
of enjoys it. 

“It takes those tall guys a lot 
longer to make a break to the out- 
side,” he said. “With my short legs, I 
get out there quicker and I’m usually 
in pretty good position.” 

Nebraska as a team wasn’t in 
good position often when the 
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Huskers hosted Wyoming. Cowboy 
quarterback Jeremy Dombek threw 
for 264 yards, and the team finished 
with 344 through the air. 

Miles, however, had two of his 
three interceptions against 
Wyoming. 

Two weeks later, when the 
Huskers were getting ready to face 
Kansas State, the secondary took a 
bashing. That fired up the Huskers. 

“Everybody was downplaying us, 
saying we couldn’t cover anybody,” 
Miles said. “We came out against 
Kansas State and shocked everybody 
but ourselves. We showed that pass 
coverage is one of our strengths. 

“Normally in the Big Eight, every 
team you see just wants to run the 
ball over you, so the defensive backs 
don’t do much except make an infre- 
quent tackle. I love it when teams 
pass. That means I'll be busier.” 

Miles is kept busy enough on the 
field. In addition to playing tough 
defense, he is one of the major con- 
tributors to the Huskers’ special 
teams. 

Miles can either return kicks or 
block them, which he proved last 
season against Oklahoma State. With 
the Huskers trailing, he blocked a 
Cowboy punt and covered it all in 


one motion in the end zone, giving 
Nebraska the lead. 

For the season, he had three 
blocks. 

Already this year, Miles has 
matched his record. He’s also 
returned one punt for 21 yards. 

“T like making the plays, it 
doesn’t matter where I’m at, what 
I’m doing or where I’m lined up at,” 
he said. 

The Huskers have had some 
problems in the secondary this sea- 
son with injuries, especially at free 
safety. Starter Mike Minter blew out 
his knee against Texas Tech and is 
out for the rest of the season. His 
backup, Tony Veland, has been 
bothered by a sore knee and back. 
Eric Stokes, who began the year as a 
reserve at cornerback, moved over to 
add depth to that position. 

Through it all, Darlington said the 
defense has depended even more on 
Miles’ leadership. 

“All the guys look up to and 
respect Barron,” he said. “He’s 
shown great leadership when things 
go tough.” 

The preseason All-American has 
led by example this year. In seven 
games, he has three interceptions 
and has been in on 21 total tackles. 


Miles especially shined when he 
returned to his home state to play 
against West Virginia in the Kickoff 
Classic in East Rutherford, N.J. He 
picked off a pass versus the 
Mountaineers and helped the 
Husker secondary hold their oppo- 
nent to 81 yards passing. 

More than 40 members of his 
family were on hand to watch 
Nebraska post a 31-0 win. 

“That was a special game,” he 
said. 

Miles hopes to be involved in 
another special game to end his 
senior season. He would like another 
crack at winning a national champi- 
onship. 

Last year, the Huskers just missed 
out on the top prize when they lost 
to Florida State, 18-16. Miles played 
exceptionally well in the game, mak- 
ing seven solo tackles. 

Still, the close call doesn’t satisfy 
Miles or the rest of his teammates. 

“We're not out to prove anything 
because of that game last year,” 
Miles said. “We proved we belong 
with the best last year when we 
almost won, even though everybody 
was counting us out beforehand. We 
want to be in position again to win 
See MILES page 39 
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And thinking about the present 
means Frazier spends a lot of time 
walking. Doctors told the junior 
from Bradenton, Fla., to do as much 
walking as he can to strengthen the 
leg. 

eWhat does Frazier think about his 
new mode of transportation? 

“It seems like that’s all I do now,” 
he said. “] remember a time where I 
used to hate walking. You couldn’t 
get me to walk from this field to the 
next field. I was, like, asking for 
rides over there.” 

The injury is made easier because 
Frazier has plenty of support to get 
him through it. 

“T have my problems but my 
teammates have been behind me 100 
percent,” he said. “I think it’s the 
first time where I felt that I was up 
on top, then all of a sudden I’m 
down like I’m no one again. But 
something good is going to turn out 
from this, and I’m just hoping for the 
best.” 

Frazier is also hoping that a peti- 


tion to the NCAA requesting an 
extra year of eligibility due to med- 
ical hardship will be granted. He 
had indicated during a news confer- 
ence last week that he would love to 
receive an extra year. 

Nebraska is seeking to attain a 
ruling from the NCAA discounting 
the West Virginia game as a a game 
that counts against eligibility in 
medical hardship cases. Under cur- 
rent NCAA rules, an athlete may not 
have participated in more than 20 
percent of the team’s games during a 
season prior to injury, in order to 
receive a medical hardship. 

Under current rules, an athlete 
may not have participated in more 
than 20 percent of the teams’ games 
during a season prior to injury in 
order to receive a medical hardship. 
Bowl games do not count as a game 
when calculations are made. So 
Nebraska will attempt to persuade 
the NCAA that the preseason 
Kickoff Classic is tantamount to a 
bowl game and therefore should not 
be included in the calculation of 
Frazier’s playing amount this sea- 
son. 

Including the Kickoff Classic, 


Frazier played in three of 12 games 
(not counting nine plays against 
Pacific), or 25 percent of games. 
Excluding the Kickoff Classic and 
the Pacific game, Frazier played in 
two of 11 games — 18 percent. 


Rudy Meets The Huskers 

Former Nebraska student manag- 
er turned quarterback, Adam 
Kucera, met the real “Rudy” the 
Monday before the Missouri game. 

Rudy Ruettiger, the subject of a 
1993 movie based on his Notre 
Dame dream come true, walked on 
to the Fighting Irish team as a scout 
team player despite lacking ade- 
quate size. 

After hearing about Kucera mak- 
ing the team, Ruettiger made it a 
point to travel to Lincoln to talk with 
the Husker. “It’s great what he did, 
just to have that special feeling of 
never giving up on a dream,” 
Ruettiger said. “It’s going to help 
him out later in life.” 

Ruettiger told the Nebraska 
offense after practice that they 
should not give up on their dream of 
becoming national champions. 
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MILES 


From page 36 


one so we can put the loss behind 
us.” 

Miles’ talent also led Nebraska 
Coach Tom Osborne to give his cor- 
nerback a try at quarterback when 
injuries depleted the Huskers’ depth 
there. Miles’ experiment at the posi- 
tion lasted just one day and a few 
snaps, but he said he would be more 
than willing to play on both sides of 
the ball. 

Osborne thought of Miles because 
he was an option quarterback in 


HOOPS 


From page 32 


was playing, and it kind of caught 
on. These guys just went nuts.” 

Cornhusker Coach Danny Nee 
sees the results of such commitment. 
Brooks, for example, “looks great. 
He’s cut down his body fat. He got 
lean, man,” Nee said. “That has 
helped his confidence. We're count- 
ing on him to have a good year.” 

Most junior college transfers 
show significant improvement after 
a season in a program, and Nee con- 
siders that a factor, as well. “He’s 
not a new guy on the block. He 
doesn’t have to learn 75 to 80 percent 
of what we do now, like he did last 
year,” said Nee. 

Brooks played well coming off the 
bench last season, averaging 4.8 
points and 4.3 rebounds. He played 
in all 30 games, starting three. 

“I think his experience is signifi- 
cant,” Nee said. 

And so is his physical develop- 
ment. “You wonder if you're doing 
the right thing. Is this really going to 
work? Usually, you give a program 
two or three years to make a differ- 
ence,” said Koch. 

The Cornhuskers are right on 
schedule, in strength and condition- 
ing. 
eEvery kid here has been through 
it now,” Koch said. “They always 
thought they were going 100 per- 
cent, when they were probably 
going 85 or 90.” 

Now, it’s 100 percent, no ques- 
tion. The success of last season, win- 
ning the Big Eight Tournament and 
qualifying for a fourth consecutive 
NCAA Tournament, have made 
them want even more. They look at 
their championship rings and work 
harder. @ 


high school. 

“Every day when I go out to prac- 
tice, the first thing I do is throw the 
ball around,” Miles said. “I was 
doing OK there, too, expect for call- 
ing the plays. I let it be known that if 
I’m still needed, I’d be willing to try 
it again. I’m a pretty good quarter- 
back.” 

But Miles’ position coach is 
happy to have him full-time in the 
secondary. 

“If we have an athlete who is 
capable of playing both ways, it 
probably would be Barron,” 
Darlington said. “Hopefully, we 
won't have to find out.” 


Darlington has been so impressed 
with Miles’ versatility that he thinks 
he will continue his football career 
next season in the NFL. 

Even though Miles doesn’t have 
the size most NFL cornerbacks have, 
Darlington points to factors in Miles’ 
favor: his speed in the 40-yard dash 
(4.64 seconds) and his ability to play 
just about anywhere. 

“The way he always makes play 
after play, and with the things he 
can do on special teams, I think 
Barron has the talent to play in the 
National Football League next year,” 
Darlington said. “It would be sur- 
prising if he doesn’t.” 
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to the eee Te eicadet Director's Club - $5,000 and up 
a window decal and a tax deduction. Husker Award Gold - 2,000 - $4,999 


Husker Award Silver - $1,000 - $1,999 
% Higher donor levels enjoy press Husker Award Bronze - $500 - $999 


guides, lapel pins and invitations to Big Red Cattle Club - $500 - $999 
Achiniie sociallesents Touchdown Club - $250 - $499 


Husker Beef Club - $250 - $499 
Scarlet Club - $100 - $249 
* When preferred football and 


basketball seating and parking If you would like to join a club please 
becomes available, requests are filled contact Jack Perec Oy BREE Ot 
é Paul Meyers in the Athletic 
based on the level of donation and Development Office at 
length of participation. 402-472-2367. 


RECRUITING 


ast week we focused attention 
Le the inside linebackers, those 

players that bang in the trench- 
es from tackle to tackle and stop the 
inside running game of the opposing 
offense stone cold. 

However, just about every one of 
those inside guys would love to 
have a few plays outside. Like 
Lawrence Taylor, who redefined the 
outside linebacker position. L.T. 
played the position so well that he’s 
a certain NFL Hall Of Famer and 
recently had his number 56 retired 
by the New York Giants. 

Recently, the Huskers have had 
their own L.T. Trev Alberts was the 
key to the Cornhuskers’ switch to a 
more aggressive, 4-3 defensive front. 
Alberts was a prototype outside line- 
backer and was unblockable when 
rushing the quarterback. His talents 
in Nebraska’s aggressive schemes 
made him a first round selection of 
the Indianapolis Colts in last year's 
NFL draft, and the seventh player 
picked overall. 

So the search for another Trev 
Alberts is always foremost on the 
minds of Husker recruiters. That 
kind of talent on defense can turn 
games in a second, and does so on a 


Out-Standing On The Field 


Solid group of outside linebackers being tapped 
by the Cornhuskers in hopes of finding the next Trev Alberts 


By JAMES HALE 
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Outside Linebackers xt. 
Glad) Kelsey cera ny citetieestrecs 6-3 
Kareem Searsi..s2. 03-40-05 ee 
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Wt 40 
215 4.6 
230 4.5 
215 4.5 
245 4.6 


High School 
Auburn 
Enid 
Desoto, Texas 
La Puente, Calif. 


regular basis. 

Nebraska already has a commit- 
ment from the best outside line- 
backer talent in the state. Chad 
Kelsey (6-3, 215, 4.6) of Auburn 
grew up a Nebraska fan and accept- 
ed the first Husker offer to come his 
way. 

“It’s a great school, with a great 
tradition,” Kelsey said. “I’ve grown 
up a Nebraska fan all my life and it’s 
always been a goal of mine to play 
there. When they offered, that was 
pretty much what I wanted to do 
anyway, so I didn’t see much reason 
to wait around. I wanted to play for 
Nebraska, and when they confirmed 
that they wanted me to play for 
them, then it was a done deal.” 

Kelsey goes both ways as an out- 
side linebacker and running back. 
Last season, Kelsey was busy with 
68 solo tackles, 82 assisted, one inter- 


“I have always looked up 


to Trev Alberts, and 
that’s who | pattern 


myself after. | don’t just 
want to be a number at 
Nebraska. | realize there 


are a number of great 
athletes there, and only 
the best athletes can 
play early. However, that 
is going to be my goal.” 


— Chad Kelsey 


ception and four sacks while rushing 
for 574 yards. 

This season, Kelsey already has 
762 yards rushing, 72 tackles and 
three sacks through six games. 

Kelsey is also a standout basket- 
ball talent — averaging 19 points 
and 14 rebounds a game — and a 
triple jumper and long jumper in 
track. He hopes to follow in his 
hero’s footsteps before his career is 
done in Lincoln. 

“T have always looked up to Trev 
Alberts, and that’s who I pattern 
myself after,” Kelsey said. “I have 
looked up to him a lot. I don’t just 
want to be a number at Nebraska. | 
realize there are a number of great 
athletes there, and only the best ath- 
letes can play early. However, that is 
going to be my goal. I want to be 
good enough to contribute as a 


freshman.” 


= Kelsey also considered 
Kansas State, Kansas, lowa 
State and Wyoming. 

Nebraska has been able to 
sneak into Oklahoma and 
recruit very well the past cou- 
ple years. The Huskers are 
once again in their arch-rival’s 
| territory chasing one of the 
best outside linebackers in the 
country. 

Kareem Sears (6-3, 230, 4.5) 
of Enid, Okla., is one of the 
best pure athletes in the coun- 
try. How many athletes this 
size win sprint championships 
in the 100- and 200-meter 
runs? Sears is one of those ath- 
letes who can run like a deer 
but also bench 300 pounds. 

“He's one of the finest ath- 
letes I have ever seen in my 
years of coaching,” Enid Head 
Coach Craig Simmons said. 
) “However, it’s his speed that 
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(84) and Dwayne Harris (86) 
will need to be replaced on the 
outside after the 1994 season. 


. > _ baal 


really separates him from normal 
outside backers. He’s just so quick 
and then has a burst that allows him 
to run with most skill position play- 
ers on offense.” 

The battle for Sears is coming 
down to another battle between 
Nebraska and OU. Sears is unique in 
the Sooner State in that he has 
grown up a fan of the Huskers. 

“T have always been a Husker fan, 
but I don’t talk about it too much 
around here,” said a chuckling Sears. 
“IT have admired OU as well, and 
that’s why my decision is going to be 
so tough. I would like to contribute 
as a freshman and OU is closer to 
home, which is important to my par- 
ents. It is really going to be a tough 
decision, and | really don’t want to 
think too much about it until my 
season is over.” 

In Texas, Zuri Buchanan (6-1, 
215, 4.5) of DeSoto is another great 
physical specimen who can fly. 


TOP PLAYERS 
TH ESNATION SSB EST 
It’s still early, but already some of the best players are verbally 
committing. Below is a list, provided by The National Recruiting 


Advisor, of some of the best players by position and the schools 
they are currently considering. 


QuaarrerBAcks (Pro-Style) 
1) Dan Kendra Ill G2 22 
2) Brock Huard 64 215 
3) Bobby Sabelhaus 66 225 
A) Billie Luckie 6-2 205 
Quarrersacks (Run-Pass) 
1) Quincy Woods 6-2 185 
2) Kevin Williams 6-1 189 
3) Duante Culpepper 64 210 
4) Shaun King 62 190 
5) Jason Peace 61 170 
Roynine Backs 
1) Kevin Faulk 5-10 195 
2) Ahman Green 5-11 196 
3) Brian Darden 60 190 
4) Rondell Mealey 6-0 180 
5) Chafie Fields 6-1 190 
Woe Recetvers 
1) Randy Moss 65 195 
2) Peter Warrick 6-1 172 
3) Corey Jones 6-1 170 
A) Billy Miller 6-3 205 
Ticur Enps 
1) Rodney Brown OS 252 
2) Martin Simmons 64 255 
Orrensive Linemen 
1) John Shivers 6-5 275 
2) Tim Ridder 6-7 271 
3} Michael Henry 6-3 300 
4) Casey Bookout 6-5 250 
5) Ryan Kalich 6-3 260 
Derensive Linemen 
1) Aaron Williams 6-3 235 
2) Damon Luckett 6-4 225 
3) Chris Reed 6-4 245 
4) Chad Pegues 6-3 270 
Linepackers 
1) Kory Minor 6-2 235 
2) John Hilliard 6-4 240 
3) Stafford Gaston 6-3 230 
A) Phil Fonua 63 270 
5) Eboni Wilson 6-3 245 
Derenstv E Backs 
1) Robert McQuarters 5-11 180 
2) Toya Jones 6-2 180 
3) Robert Williams sey MY Lo 
4) Mario Edwards 62 180 


5) Daydrion Taylor 61 175 
6) Charles Woodson 61 185 
7) Cephus Scott 6-2 205 


AG hiitdie FSU, PSU, NC, ND 
ALO, cssccsizcszcuen ND, BC, Miami 
AE cee FSU, FLA, BC, OSU 
AGOoK si FSU, AUB, NU, SC 
BBS tent USC, NC, NU, CU 
AiG NU, TX, ARK, TN 
AG sess sitsteaccs FSU, KY, SC, USC 
AS, eee Miami, Duke, NU 
AG okt NC St, NC, TN, GA 
y. Le fs eer esc ND, PSU, LSU, FLA 
WES Os & caasSye NU, ND, AZ, PSU 
A SANs ice et FSU, ALA, Miami 
AD ttn TN, PITT, ND, AZ 
BSD iecatien PSU, ND, NU, TN 
AS So cristae ND, FLA, FSU, OSU 
WSR nk ND, FSU, NC, MICH 
AvAe mare, ND, FSU, PSU, MICH 
MSDS. 23 UCLA, USC, CU, ND 
BTR tr nie ND, NU, TN, SC 
Air OR AGS 14: OU, FSU, CU, NU 
DUM cccsaesere? Miami, VA, ND, FLA 
OD sopsar ke eee ND, NU, WI 
oo ft YEN eR KU, OU, UCLA 
BO OU, OK St, ARK, A&M 
BO caleetee FLA, OU, TX, IA 
BG astneeia ND, USC, NU, CU 
AGS cccsscpecten? TX, OU, GT, CU 
WG iss eaves OU, TX, A&M, NU 
BO oe as Miami, NU, OU, A&M 
AG2e cisakeunts CU, NU, ND 
Wcities A&M, OU, TX, ND 
BD ie bora Vandy, STAN, OU 
ALS cst, otina USC, UCLA, AZ 
AO ea aon USC, AZ, WA 
BAO Atal: OU, TN, ARK, ND 
WS kad NU, ND, ARK, A&M 
ses Beers Sct TN, ARK, NC, FLA 
Ys Ma ne rrerec oy FSU, TN, FLA 
4.4 ....ND, MICH, Miami, A&M 
4.5....MICH, Miami, ND, UCLA 
TARE Cah oe BAY, FLA, A&M, OU 
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Speed is Buchanan’s game, but he 
LAWLOR'S SPORTING GOODS can bench 310 and squat 505. 


“I really like coach (Turner) Gill, 
who makes sure and calls me at least 
once a week,” Buchanan said. “I 
really like how positive coach Gill is 
when he calls and his persistence as 
well. They also play the type of 
defense which allows the outside 


: linebacker to make a lot of plays.” 
Buchanan is interested in Florida, 
Florida State, Nebraska, Texas A&M, 


Miami and Tennessee. 


Kyle Williams (6-4, 220, 4.6) of 
Round Rock, Texas, has the height 
and speed you look for in an outside 


linebacker. He’s qualified, has over 


50 tackles through five games and 
admits that he is a big fan of 
| Nebraska Head Coach Tom 


Osborne. Williams is looking at 
Nebraska, Tennessee, Miami, OU, 
Iowa and UCLA. 

John Hilliard (6-4, 230, 4.7) of 
Houston (Sterling), Texas, may even- 
tually grow into a down defensive 


y end. However, he’s so quick for his 

size now that he’s standing up and 

LAWLOR S has been unstoppable. Hilliard likes 
Texas A&M, Nebraska, Michigan, 

SPORTING GOODS Florida State and Texas. The 


Huskers are in Florida looking to 
LINCOLN: 56th & Hwy 2* Gateway * OMAHA: 120th & Dodge 140th & W. Center [MIM SiaMaien OMI) SRL LS 
backer talent in that talent-rich state 
with the recruitment of Tim 
Beauchamp (6-3, 225, 4.6) of New 
Smyrna Beach and Rick Sealey (6-3, 
235, 4.7) of Miami (Senior). Sealey 
has qualified and can bench 375. He 
favors the Huskers at the moment 
over Michigan, Arizona, Florida and 
Michigan. Beauchamp had more 
than 100 tackles a year ago and 
comes from excellent blood lines, as 
his brother Charles is playing in the 
CFL. He is leaning toward Notre 
Dame, with the Huskers in the chase 
along with Arizona, Florida State 
and Georgia. 

Kory Minor (6-2, 245, 4.64) of La 
Puente (Bishop Amat), Calif., made 
more than 100 tackles a year ago and 


OUR THOROUGH EYE EXAM is on pace for another great season 
IS WELL WORTH LOOKING INTO this year. Minor, while keeping an 


At Pearl 1 hen 6 uated open mind, admits to a fascination 
earle, you'll get a comprehensive eye exam from an experience with the Husker program. Colorado, 


Doctor of Optometry. A doctor who will discuss your history and your Arizona, USC and Washington along 
lifestyle needs. A doctor who will answer your questions. A doctor with Nebraska are the favorites for 
who will make sure you get the prescription that’s right for you. And visits. Marcus Carpenter (6-2, 210, 
isn’t that just what you're looking for? 4.6) of Elkhart (Jimtown), Ind., has a 


large interest in the Huskers. 
PEARLE Nebraska is in the chase with 
Indiana, Michigan State and Notre 

1132 ‘O’ Street 1437 N. Webb Road Gateway Mall Dame. 


5 . : All the players mentioned above 
Lincoln, NE Grand Island, NE Lincoln, NE possess the type of talent that the 


(402) 476-7583 (308) 382-9205 (402) 464-7416 Huskers are used to playing with in 


their chase for national titles. 
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You Don't Have To Be An 
All-Star Player To Have An 
All-Star Game Plan. 


You don't have to be wealthy or investment-savvy to practice financial planning 
that can make your money grow and help assure a secure future. 


With the help of the investment professionals at Kirkpatrick Pettis, you 
can develop a sound, satisfying financial game plan, even with modest resources. 


Kirkpatrick Pettis offers a full range of practical products 
and services that can be tailored to fit your means and objectives. 


Put the professionals in your line-up. Call Kirkpatrick Pettis today. 


1 yw 


Kirkpatrick Pettis 


A Mutual of Omaha Company 


Kirkpatrick Pettis «HOME OFFICE: 10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 200 # OMAHA, NE 68114 = 402-397-5777 


Member Securities Investor Protection Corporation 


HUSKER GLASS, INC. 


397-3100 ™-F8-5 saT9-1 


8415 BLONDO 


Got A Problem 
With Your 
Subscription? 
Let Us Know 


397 
3715 


Monday — Friday: 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Central Time) 


Create your own paradise... 
we have all the ingredients. 
OMAHA’S #1 
POOL & SPA COMPANY SINCE 1985 
SALES » SERVICE » SUPPLIES 
Stop in our showroom today! 


-) HotSpring 


P >pri ng 
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333-9025 
2527 S. 120th Street 


Come Jo 
The Right 


American Family Life Insurance has 
served your needs for over 35 years. 
Our financial strength is built on 
quality investments, sound 
management practices, and reliable 
claim paying ability--keeping us strong 
and our policyholders secure. 


When it comes to life insurance, come 
to the right place ... American Family 
Life Insurance. Call us today. 
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AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE © 


AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
Home Office - Madison, Wisconsin 53783 
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